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Low- Church-Men — 


Faitly Repreſented and Defended- 5 
IN THE .. 297: 
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The Supremacy of the Crown. + 
The Ne and Diſſenters Baptiſm: 
h 


e Neceſſity of Alſolution. A 3 
he Sacrament of the Lord's Supper being a 2 - 
A Comprehenfion. 9 © 3 
Toleration and Moderation. ee 
Boing towards the Altar. 
The Divine Appointment of the Lord's Day: 
| Paſſ ve Obedience, and Hereditary Right. 
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Their Opinions (and not thoſe of the H "Chierch-Men ) 7 
are prov'd to be MOST agreeable to the Doctrine of | | | 

bi 


| the CTR - Enonan 5 with ſome Occafional 
, Reflections on ſome of the ate Writings r. We 
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By Layman, conſtantly conforming to the Church © 14] | 
hy: of England gs by Law Eftabliſh'd. -- Mg 


T hile we keep to one Rule, all People know what it is to be of LN 
our Church * If Men ſet up their own Fancies above the 1 
Rule; they charge it with Imperfeftion; if they do not obey 1 
the Rule, they make themſelves wiſer thas 7 that malle it. = 
Ir hath not been either the Doctrine or Rules of our Church 
wphich have ever given Advantage to the Enemies of it 5 but 
the Indiſcretion of ſome in going beyond them; and the In- 

s . Ba * others in not holding to them. 
e's Serm. of the Miſchief of Separation, 
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gBſolute Nanreſiſtance. ide Reſiſtance. 
Abſolution of a Prieſt, not believ d by the 
Low-Church-Men neceſſary to Forgiue- 
| neſs of Sins, p. 20, &c. Own'd by Dr. 
Brett to have been rarely mention d to the People, 
ibid. Dr. Brett's Notions of it, p. 21. Seemingly 
approv'd of by the Lower Houſe of Convocation, 
ibid. His pretended Scripture Arguments for it 
exploded, p. 22. De Authoritative Form of Ab- 
ſolution firſt introduc d into Eccleſiaſtical Courts, 
p. 4 That Forms being found in the Office for 
the Viſitation of the Sick, no Argument that the 
Church accounts it neceſſary to Pardon of Sin, 
ib. Retain d there at the Reformation, in hopes 
f bringing Superſtitious Papiſts to Conformity, 
ib. Not enjoin d by the Church to be given, except 
the fick Perſon deſires it, ib. This evident from Bp. 
Latimer, ib. The Argument drawn from the Power 
of remitting and retaining Sins given to Prieſts 
at their Ordination, exploded and confuted, 
p. 25 
Acts of Parliament cited, p- 7, 64 


Alears, Reaſons draws ah by ſome of the Refor- 
Mm to enforce an Order made about the Tear 
1550. for the removing of Altars, and placing Ta- 
bles in their Rooms, p. 31. Bowing towards then 

at coming into the Church, or at the Recital of 

the Creeds, &c. as refus'd by ſome of the Low- 

| Church, and mightily infiſted on by the High- 
| | Church: No where enjoin d by the Canons or Ru- 
| bricks, but ſeemingly forbidden by the A& of U- 
3 nifarmity, p. 354. The Name of Altar not to be 
| found in our preſent Common-Prayer Book, p. 55. 
| When it was in the fir Communion-Book, it 
| was not retain d to Pountenance the Notion of the 
| Sacraments being a Propitiatory Sacrifice, ib. 
| The declining the Name proper to prevent the ad-. 
- waucing a Doctrine that makes very near Ap- 3 
proaches unto Popery, ib. A witty Saying of By. 
Latimer apph d to the Sticklers for it, ib. 9 
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Baptiſm, The Baptiſm of the Foreign Reformed C 
Churches declar d invalid by the High- Church 

on falſe Grounds, p. 12. When perform d by any © 

other than a lawful Miniſter, very irregular, yet 
not invalid, zor to be reiterated, ib. Women 
| once permitted by the Church 20 baptize in Caies 
| of Neceſſity, ib. This Praftice objefted againſt 
| by the Puritans, aud defended by Mr. Hooker, 
p. 6, Oc. The Author's Opinion that Mr. Hooker's { » 
- Authority ſhoutd have a much greater Infiuence on 
Churchmen, than a Hundred ſuch New-fangled 
Divines as Dr. Brett, &c. who now take on them 
to tell u, That ſuch as ave baptiz d by any but 
Epiſcopal Hands are no Chriſtians, p. 1 5 That 
For 50Tears after the Reformation, Lay-Baptiſm 
was expreſly allow'd by the Church, ib. That in 
2603. when after the Hampton-Court Confe- 
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rence this Allowance was taken away, and none + 
permitted to baptize but a lawful Miniſter, by. an 


Alteration made in the Rubrick by K. James the 


Iſt's ſole Authority; tis very certain the King did 
pot intend by that Alteration to nullify the Baptiſms 
of thoſe who had before been baptiz'd by Laicks, 
much leſs to infinuate that all ſuch Miniſters as 
wanted Epiſcopal Ordination were meer Laicks, 
and conſequently that their Baptiſms were null and 


Invalid, p. 15. That if the King had ſo thought, 


he muſt have thought the Baptiſm of the Church 
of Scotland alſo null and invalid, and that Prince 
Henry, Prince Charles {afterwards King and 
Martyr) the Princeſs Elizabeth, the Mother of the 
Princeſs Sophia, and all his other Children were 
invalidly baptiz d, aud in order to be Chriſtians 
ought to have been rebaptiz'd, which he never de- 
64; nay, not of ſuch as had been baptiz'd by 
Women, p. 16. This further evident, in that du- 
ring the Reigns of K. James and K. Charles I. we 
bad many Miniſters from Scotland, France, and 


the Low-Cpuntries, who were ordain d by Preſ- 


byters only, and not Biſhops ; aud yet upon ſub- 
ſcribing the Articles only, without being re-ordain'd, 


were admitted into Benefices with Cure, and ac- 


cordingly baptiz'd the Children of their ſeveral Pa- 
riſhes, and did all other Offices of the Miniſtry, ib. 
That tho in 1661. none were eſteem d lawful Mini- 
ſters of the Chureh of England, but ſuch as were 
Epiſcopally ordain'd, yet the Baptiſms of other 
dminiſtrators were uot pretended to be null, inva- 
lid, aud of none Effect; which appears from their 
admitting many to the Miniſtry in the Church of 
England, who were baptiz d oniy by Presbyterian 
Hands; and that at the Reſtoration, tho there 
undoubtedly muſt have been 7 — T _— _ 
ad uo Baptiſm but what came from Perſons un-epil- 
e,, 
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copally ordain'd, they were never told by any of 


the Epiſcopal Clergy that they were not Chri- 


ſtians, having not been validly baptiz d, and that 
therefore they muſt be baptiz'd anew ; but that on 

' the contrary, upon their leaving the Way of Sepa- 
. ration, they were freely admitted to the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper and the other Ordinances of 
the Church, and that even now it is not required of 
them, in order to their being receiv'd into the 
Church, that they be baptiz'd ; nay, even ſeveral 
of their Miniſters and other Perſons have been ad- 

- mitted into the publick Miniſtry, who never had 
any Baptiſm but what came from the Presbyterians; 
and many more have been admitted to the Holy Sa- 
crament, married and buried by the Publick 
Forms, nay many of them have been excommuni- 
cated, and caſt out of the Church, which is a 
Practice ridiculons, ſcandalous, and almoſt blaſ- 
phemous, if they are not Chriſtians,  p.17 
Beaufer, Dr. Hicks for introducing one into the 


Church for putting the Elements on before they are 


plac'd on the Communion- Table, p. 26 
Bible, Mr. Chillingworth's Declaration of its being 
the Proteſtants only Rule of Faith, * 5; 


Biſhops may be ſuſpended or deprived by the King, 
p. 7. Their Spiritual Cenſures may be annulled, 
and new ones inflicted by him, ib. The King has 
the ſupreme and abſolute Authority in and about the 
making and conſecrating of Biſhops, ibid. The 
Biſhops authoris'd by the King to conſecrate new 
ones, are oblig d to confirm the Election, and to 
inveſt and conſecrate the Elect with all Speed 
and Celerity; and if they do not do it within 20 


Dayc, they incur a Premunire, ibid. The preſent | 


ones reviF'd by the High-Church, P. 17 
Bonner, (Biſhop of London) an Account of his chi- 
- ding Mr. Philpot for ſinging Pfalms in his Coal- 
hole, and calling him Heretick for it, p. 60, 6x 
Boume, 
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Boume, (Dr.) His Declaration to Mr. Mantel, one 

of the Martyrs in Q. Mary's Reign, that the Maſs 
was not a Propitiatory Sacrifice for Sin; for the 
Death of ChRIST only was the Sacrifice, and 
this but a Commemoration of the ſame, p. 34 
Bowing towards the Altar at coming into the 
f b Church, or at the Recital of the Creeds, refus d 
. = ſome of the Low-Church, p. 54. Without auy 
Ground made a Mark of Affection to the Church, 


ib. No where mention'd or hinted at in the 
Canons, Rubricks, Rituals, or any publick au- 


© thentick Inſtrument of the Church, ib. 
| Bradford, (Mr. the Martyr) his Notions of the Sa- 
5 cranient, | p. 28, 29 


Brett, (Dr.) his Notion that none are Chriſtians but 
who are baptix d by Miniſters Epiſcopally ordain d, 
p. 15. The Weakneſs of them ſbeun, ib. &c. His 
Notions of Sacerdotal Abſolution, ho owning it 
has ſeldom been preach'd to the People, p. 20. Very 
angry that they are call d Popery, p. 21. Seemingly » 

2 d of by the Lower Houſe o Convocation, 

1 ly Arguments for it confuted and expos d, 
The High-Church carry this higher than 

the Papiſts, p. 23. His Notions of the Sacrament's 
being a proper Sacrifice, p. 26. Shewn to agree 
therein with the Papiſts, p. 27. His Subterfuges 

” exploded, p. 34 

| Burner (Dr. Gilbert, Biſhop of Salisbury) Citations 
+ From his Hiſtory of the Reformation, p. 46, 60. 

His Speech at Dr. Sacheverel's Trial recommended, 

as ſhewing how Reſiſtance in Caſe of a total Sub- 

verſion 1s agreeable to the Principles and Pra- 

ctice of the Church of 8 p. 64 


Canons of the Church, none can be valid without the 
Royal Aſſent; nor then neither, if contrary to the 
Laws and Cuſtoms of the Realm, or to the Preroga- 
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copally ordain d, they were never told by any of 


the Epiſcopal Clergy that they were not Chri- 


ſtians, having not been validly baptiz'd, and that 
therefore they muſt be baptiz'd anew ; but that on 
the contrary, upon their leaving the Way of Sepa- 
ration, they were freely admitted to the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper and the other Ordinances of 
the Church, and that even uow it is not required of 
them, in order to their being receiv'd into_the 
Church, that they be baptiz'd ; nay, even ſeveral 
of their Miniſters and other Perſons. have been ad- 

_ mitted into the publick Miniftry, who never had 
any Baptiſm but what came from the Presbyterians; 
and many more have been admitted to the Holy Sa- 
crament, married and buried by the Publick 
Forms, nay many of them have been excommuni- 

- cated, and caſt out of the Church, which is a 

' Prattice ridiculous, ſcandalous, and almoſt blaſ- 
phemors, if they are not Chriſtians, p. 17 
Beaufer, Dr. Hicks for introducing one into the 
Church for putting the Elements on before they are 


plac'd on the Communion-Table, p. 26 
Bible, Mr. Chillingworth's Declaration of its being 
- theProteſtants only Rule of Faith, * . 


Biſhops may be ſuſpended or deprived by the King, 
p. 7. Their Spiritual Cenſures may be annulled, 
and new ones inflicted by him, ib. The King has 
- the ſupreme and abſolute Authority in and about the 
making and conſecrating of Biſhops, ibid. The 
Biſhops authoris'd by the King to conſecrate new 
ones, are oblig d to confirm the Election, and to 
inveſt and conſecrate the Elect with all Speed 


and Celerity ; and if they do not do it within 20 
Days, they incur a Premunire, ibid. The preſent 


ones reuil d by the High-Church, p. 17 
Bonner, (Biſhop of London) an Account of his chi- 
ding Mr. Philpot for ſinging Pfalms in his Coal- 
hole, and calling him Heretick for it, p. 60, 61 
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| Boume, (Dr.) His Declaration to Mr. Mantel, one 


7 of the Martyrs in Q. Mary's Reign, that the Maſs 
X was not a Propitiatory Sacrifice for Sin; for the 
i 


Death of ChRISsT only was the Sacrifice, and 


this but a Commemoration of the ſame, p. 34 
| Bowing towards the Altar at coming into the 
Church, or at the Recital of the Creeds, refus d 


Ground made a Mark of Affection to the Church, 
1b. No where mention'd or hinted at in the 
Canons, Rubricks, Rituals, or any publick au- 
thentick Inſtrument of the Church, ib. 
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N 1 cranient, p. 28, 29 
Brett, (Dr.) his Notion that none are Chriſtians but 
who are baptix d by Miniſters Epiſcopally ordain d, 
P-15. The Weakneſs of them ſbeun, ib. &c. His 
Notions of Sacerdotal Abſolution, tho' owning it 
has ſeldom been preach'd to the People, p. 20. Very 


7 d of by the Lower Houle o Convocation, 
th Arguments for it confuted and expos d, 


The High-Church carry this higher than 


14 Papiſts, p. 23. His Notions of the Sacrament's 
5 ' being a proper Sacrifice, p. 26. Shewn to agree 
herein with the Papiſts, p. 27. His Subterfuges 
” exploded, p. 34 
4 | Burner, (Dr. Gilbert, 8 of Salisbury) Citations 
from his Hiſtory of the Reformation, p. 46, 60. 
His Speech at Dr Sacheverel's Trial recommended, 
as ſhewing how Reſiſtance in Caſe of a total Sub- 
verſion 1s agreeable to the Principles and Pra- 
ctice of the Church of ho: p. 64 


| Canons of the Church, none can be valid without the 
Royal Aſſent; nor then neither, if contrary to the 
Laws and Cuſtoms of the Realm, or to the Preroga- 
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by ſome of the Low-Church, p. 54. Without auy 


© Bradford, (Mr. the Martyr) his Notions of the Sa- 


angry that they are call d Popery, p. 21. Seemingly 
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tive, p. 7. The Low-Church Opinion of the Reas 

' Jonableneſs of eracing the preſent, and adding new 
__ | P. 41 
Cetemonies, the Church of England's dr 
them, p. 43. Not to be diſpentd with, but to be 
confidered as By-Matters only, and Circumſtances 
f Religion, = p. 47 
Charles I. (King and Martyr) aſſiſted the Rochellers, 
and order d 4 Faſt by Proclamation for the implo- 
ring Gop's Bleſſing on the Expedition, p. i 1. Had 
o other than Presbyterian Baptiſm, p. 16 
Chillingworth; his Judgment concerning the Rule of 
Faith, p. 36, 37. Repreſented by the Hiek-Church | 
as the Road to all the Hereſy and Schiſm in the 
World, p. 38. His Opinion about the Unreaſona- 3 


bleneſs of ſeparating from the Church, en Account 
of ſome ſmall Scruples even it the Church's Do- 7 


ktrine, p. 46. The ſame ſheun to be the Judgment 
of the firſt Reformers, Ib. 


Chryſdſtom, (St.) his Notion of the Sacrament, 


; 5 | p. 30 
Church of England, its Subordination to the Crown 
on d by the Low-Church-men, p. 6. Explain d, 


p. 7. Recogniz/d in the Canons and Articles ß 
the Church, p. 8. The Clergy enjoin d to pay q 
# every Sunday in their Prayer before Sermon, ib. 
Always aſſerted by the High-Church till the late 
Revolution, ib. Always look'd upon the Foreign 
Churches as true Churches, p. 10, Cc. Once 
permitted Women to baptize in Caſe of Neceſſity, 
P. 12. Expre allowed of Lay-Baptifm a, 50 
Tears after the Reformation, p. 15. Never declar d 
# invalid ſince, p. 16. Miniſters ſuffer d to enjoy 
Benefices in it in the Reigns of King James and 
King Charles I. from Scotland, France and the 
Low-Countries, who were ordain'd by Presbyters 
only, without being re-ordain d, p. 16. Its _ 
needleſly preach'd up by the High-Church, p. 8 , 5 
Urc 
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Church of Scotland. Se Church of England. 
Church- man, Diviſions into High and Low of very 
dangerous Conſequence, p. 4. The Character ef @) 
Good Church-man, pi 9, 43, 54, 56. Falſe 
Pretences to it, p. 6. See further under High- <1 
- Church-man "pil yn oo 9588 -.5 
Circumſtantials in Religion, % Low-Church- 
mens Opinion about them, p. un Advice te Diſæ 
ſenters concerning them, ib. 
Clergy.of the Church of England e to the 
Crd wn, p. 7, 8. Fide-Convocation..  - 
Collects, the — Church-mens Opinion 4 the 
- altering of ſome, enlarging of others,” and adding 
- of ſome neu ones, p. 42. 'The High-Church- 
MNlens Opinion about the Want of a Collect in the 
Communion-Office, wherein the Prieſt ſhouſd it 
- © offer up to Gon the conſecrated Bread and Mine as 1 
© @Sacrifice for the Sins of the Communicauts, p. 26 #81 
Communion-Office. - See Collects.” f 
23 See Beaufet. Reaſons drawn 
up ly the Reformers why.the Lord's Boord ſhould ' 
| —— be after the Form of a Table, than of an 
Altar,, 8. MELT p. 
Comprehegſion, the Low-Churchemeds Opinion of 
it, p. 40. Dr. Sacheverel's Mifrepreſentation of 
that intended in 1690. by Arehbijoop Tillotſon. 
ib. The true and real Intent of it ſbetun and vin- 
© dicated, p. 41, Cc. 
Conſcience, the Low- Church- mens Opinion how 
Fiu, and for what: Caſes- it obligess, p.48 
1 Convocation, its Power of meeting aud enacting 
Canons, p. 7. The Lower-Houſe Abuſe of 
Power, and acting on Principles deſtruttive. of the 
« effential' Conſtitution. of an Epiſcopal Church, 
pg. Their ſeeming Concurrence wit /i Dr. Brett 
in bis Notion of Remiſſion of Sins, Par 
— (Archbiſhop)! his Notions of a Propitiatory 


Sacrifice; p. a. His | hd and "Proteedings 
abous 


$ 
L 
—— 


ae IN Hs 
8 a . -” * % 2 24 A - 
Fo” c- y >. 883 pe CI - =_ 


hes . . 
- 4 Cer. — » 
* 


pe — —— 
* — —— 9 — 
_ — — *) 


— —” 4 oy * 
2 2 
oy — — 2 
- CF a — » 88 
a Fo 
= - - * o | * 
+ > . 


— 
— 
— 


1 


- 


An Alphabetical Index. 
about the Diſpute between Bi Veen, a 


Hooper, about the bn Ve 10 5. ws 
Creed. See OP Fg 


| Drager of the church pn — 2 5 

Dr. Sacheverel n ot her e Kran he 
e P. J1, 

Difſerters 2 receiu d into the Church without Re- 
baptization, p. 17. The Low-Church-Mens 
Endeavour F reconciling them to 7 Church. 
p. 40, Cc. The diſtinguiſhing Mark of one, p.44. 
The Low-Qhurds-eneas Moderation: towards 
them, p. 48, Cc. The High-Church-mens Un- 
uillingneſi to be like t hem in auy thing tho never ſo 
Wr, p. 58. The Weakneſs and\Faljeneſs of their 
5 Objection againſt The Book of Common Praye 
d if it was. talen from the _— Malis-Book, F 
98.59 
Diviſt ions, the ME iſehief of a Fig 70 eee a5 c. 
Dod well (Henry) his Notion of the Mortality ß 
rhe Souls 4 all that had not Wer e. Baptiſm, 
f | ; 80 P. 20 
Des. (Synod of) Repreſentatives of 7 Chundy.of 2 
England fext thit her, * 50 | ** 180 


Edvard VI. (King of England) his Maia 
Caſe of » Biſhop. Hooper refnfing the PRs 
Veſtments, U i 
Epiſcopacy, how underſtood, and iceberg nog 
tod by the Low-Church- Men, p. 8, Ce. 
Epiſcopal Ordination, tho now requir d and inſiſted 
on as neceſſary for the Exerciſe I the Miniſterial 
Function in the Church of England, yet not wade 

' bythe Church /o efſential to a. Chriſtian Church, 
- as to null he Baptiſm and other Adminiſtrations 
f all De P. 11, Cc. yu IM 
rily requifd hy the Church till the Reſtoration; 
"oh 16. Gives to . as have had. Presbyterian 
or 
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or Lay-Baptiſm only, without Rebaptizations pr 7 
Bpiſcopal Veſtments Se Hooper. 
Excommunication may be taken off-\by ** King, 

p 7. The Power of the Church therein, pi 23. 
© Uſually raken of by gre pe reer 


Fanatick, che Name given by many of the High- 
Church to ſuch 4 as keep the Lord's 
Day ftriftly, P- 57 

Fathers, ſeveral of their ns about the Sacra- 
ment, p. 28. The Reaſo . their calling it a 
"Sacrifice, p. 32, Oc. 

Foreign Reform'd Churches mee * own'd by 

he Church of England, from the Reformation 
ro this Time, as true Churches of CarIsT,p. 10, &c. 

Fox, bis Book of Martyrs cited in this Diſconrſe, 

% p. 27, 28, 29, 30, 315 32334 4 

= France. See the Gallican Church. 


| G | 
Gallican Church, the High-Church-mens Defres 


of @ Reconciliation with it, a 36 
Gardiner, (Bp.) to ſay The Lox, or I praiſe Gov, 
: made by him a Sign of a Heretick, P. 57 
11 " 


Hal, (Bp. Joſeph) accounted a Puritan in Charles 

_ the It's Ae with the Reaſons of it, p.99 
Hampton · Court Conference, Lay-Baptiſm re- 
ſtrain d there, but not declar d invalid, p. 15 
Harpsfield, (Dr.) his ridiculom Proof the Sacra- 
-ment's being a Sacrifice, - p. 27 
| "Hereditary Right own'd by the Low-Church-men 
as explain d by the High-Church, 20 mean no more 
than Hereditary Right according to that Act 
Which excludes Papiſts, p. 63. So explain d, n0 
more than others Parliamentary Right, p. 64 
fe he Dr.) his Acknowledgment thut Archbiſhop 
ud meant by his - gang 10 oblige the En- 
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Hicks, (Dr.) his Notion of the Expediency of intro- 
ducing a Side- board, or Beaufet, to put the Ele- 
ments on before they are plac'd on the Communion- 
Table; and of altering the Diſpoſition of ſome of 
- - the Prayers in the Commun1on-Service, and that 
ſome might by Addition or Alteration be appointed 
which the Prieſt alone might put up for the People, 
; | | {4351-3 26 
High-Church-men, an unreaſonable Diſinciion, p. 
Miſrepreſent the Low-Church-men, as wanting 
in their Zeal for Epiſcopacy and the Church of 
England, for not unchurching with them all the 
Reform'd Churches abroad, and excluding from 
© Chriſtianity all our Diſſenters at home, p. 8. This 
their Repreſentation groundleſs, p. g. This their 
Uncharitableneſs unwarrantabte, and contrary to the 
Judgment of the Church of England, p. 10, &c. 
They uſe the preſent Biſhops in ſuch a (reviling 
Manner, as never Biſhops were usd ſince the Apo- 
ſtles Days, p. 17. Have in Convocation endea- 
vour'd to wreſt out of the Biſhops Hands one main 
Part of their Epiſcopal Authority, p. 18, Cc. 
Their Notious about the Abſolution of a Prieſt 
| being neceſſary to the Forgiveneſs of Sins, p. 20, 
| &c. Go further therein than thoſe of the Church 
_—_ of Rome, p. 23, Oc. Their Notion of the Sa- 
crament's being a Sacrifice, p. 25, &c. They deny 
A the Supremacy of the Crown in as inſolent a man- 
| ner as the Papiſts, p. 35. Agree with the Papiſts 
| in unchurching almoſt every body but themſelves, * ® 
7 p. 35. Are earneſt for an Accommodation with the 
Popiſh Church of France, p. 36. They condemn 
Private Judgment in Matters of Religion, and ad- 
dance the Authority of the Church aud Fathers to 
an exceſſive Height, p. 36. They reject Mr. Chil- 
lingworth's Rule of Faith, The Bible, and re- 
preſent it as a Road to all the Hereſy and Schiſm 
in the World, p. 38. Freely declare they would 
ſooner 


Ly 
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ſooner be Papiſts than Presbyterians, by which thy 
e ten mean thoſe they are pleas'd to call Low- 
. | Church-men, ib. Treat the Memory of the Glo- 
rious King William with the utmoſt Contempt ani 
wt Indi nit), P- 39. Their unchriſtian Behaviour to- 
. » wards all that are not entirely of their Opinions, 
45. Their ſcandalaus Contempt of the Lord's 

ay, p. 56, &c. Their Averfion to all Seriouſ- 
neſs and Sobriety, p. 61. Their ridiculous Diſtin- 
ction of being for the Church, and of the Church, 
ib. The Hypocriſy of ſome of them with relation 
to the Dofrines of Paſhve Obedience and Here- 
ditary Right, p. 60, &c. Their unreaſonable. 
Miſrepreſentat ions of the Low-Church- mens Prin- 
ciples on thoſe Heads, | p. 63, Cc. 
Hoadly, (Mr.) a e e bis Diſcourſe of 
— copacy, p. 9. Unreaſonably repreſented by, the 
igh-Church, as giving up the Cauſe, ib. 
Homilies of the Church of England, Citations from 
then, (I.) Concerning the Sacrament's being no 
Sacrifice, p. 32. (2.) A Prayer againſt Popery. 
(3.) Concerning the Sanctification of the Lord's 


Day, | p. 60 
Hooker, (Mr. Richard) his Judgment concerning 
the Validity of Lay-Baptiſm, p. 12, &C. 


Hooper, (Bp.) an Account of his Refuſal to wear 
Epiſcopal Veſtments, King Edward VIS Mode- 
ration therein, and of his Difference with Biſhop 

Ridley thereupon, | 8 p. 46 


James I. King of England, an Account of his Alte- 
ration of the Rubrick, which allow'd of Lay-Bap- 
tiſm after the Hampton-Court . Con 1 

| | 15, Oc. 
Independency of the Church on the Sale, a novel 
a Doctrine 3 X P- 8 
King of England, his Supremacy in the Church aſ- 
ſerted and explain d, Ts 6, &C. 
Latimer, 
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Latimer, (By) bir. Notion of the No-neceſſity of Ba- 
cerdoral Abſolution, FA the Secrament” being a 

| Sacrifice, Ns | p. 29; 30 

Liberty of Comſeience, N vhe has a Taathral 

Neeb to t, p. 50 Its Reaſonnblentſe, ib. 2 71 

nigh alowd bf by the High- Church, Pp 51 

Lincoln, The Popiſt Biſhop f) his Anſwer 1s Bjbop 

© Ridley on the Sacrament, p. 34” 'See Wake. 

Lord's Day, acknowledged to be 'of Divine Inſtitu- 

tion by the Low-Church, und by meer Human or 

© Ecelefiaſticat' Inſtitution 4 fh High-Church⸗ 


Low-Church-men their Nirivi 4 the Sober 
nation of the Church to the 9 56, &c. 

Vindicntors of Epiſcopacy, p Noel for pay- 
all due Reſpect to the Perſons pay Authority 
Ee their Biſhops, p. 17. They believe the Church 
ol England to be a ſound and mble Branch of the 

Catholick Church, yer they have no Notion vf its 

being fo abſolutely perfect as to admit of no Amend- 
ment in any Tuftance; and therefore were never 

againſt making ſome Alterations in order to a 
-- Comprehenſion, p. 40, &c. They think it agree- 
Able both to Scripture and Reaſon, that thoſe that 
F dl iſſent from us 2 be treated with Temper and 
| Moderation, p. 47, Cc. With. Reſpett to the 


: 

[ Civil Government, they think that all that Obe- 

; ©  dience and Submiſfion that is ſettled by our Laws 

10 the Perſons of our Princes onght to be paid them 
for Conſcience-ſake; but if 2 miſguided Prince 


| Pall take on him to diſſolre our Conſtitution, and 
_ ro'deftroy the Religion and Liberties of his Sub- 
| jects, he may Inofaly be refiſted in thoſe Artemprts ; 
and they are very xealous for the Proteſtant uc 
ceſſion af ſerrled by Law, and can by,no Means 
" allow of an indefeiſable Hereditary Right to the 
Crown of Great-Britain, p. 62, &c. Their O- 
Pinions vindicated, and ſbeum to be agreeable to the 
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tions of thaſe M be Retormid- beyond. Sea. neuer 
daclar d by the Church 10 and. _— 

Moderation, the High-Church-mens Averfion to it, 

p. 48. but pratdis'd:by the Low-Church, ib. Foul | 
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Noe Jurors mighty indefricdwix Jpre the Do- 
aun of the Sacrament f being. a proper , 
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Nonreſiſtance, Mr. Tilly's Complaint, of i its Dotirine 
- having been abaidan'd. 1 the Ch ch amen, p. 35. 
The Lon-Church-mens Judgment of , 1110-62 
aL. | AQ} Kolb 
Obedience withour Referve.aforeed: in ſome of the 
late reſſes, p. 63. See Paſſive. . 

Opinions, Difference in them confiſtent with the being 


rad. man, p. 44; _ Millu -14= 
jj Violence and ill Auges as 
Ordinatiam. 1 See: de „Hi 
Oxford (Bp- of )- ay ma ot 0 5 * 11023: 8 
4\ im Rectt- Hain & 4090 
Papults, - the Advantage they make by * eve 


Inte High- Chutch and Chirchs: . 4 

Philpot. See Bonner. 

Private Judgment in Matters of Religjoi 3 
ite High-Church, p. 36. How W 
_ \mraintain'd:by abe Low-Church, c0Rc2b. 

Purgatory, Bp. Latimer's — RefeSinm: 4por 
ſome were at the Reformation fon aalibing 


the Doctrine, but retaining the Name, qppliei 20 
the High-Church-men, who are might y ur ; 4 
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the Name Altar, aud yet would be thought to rejelt 


the Popiſh Doctrine of the Sacrament's "—_ a true 


hat magma} x Wi 0 01 N 
Reformers in King Edward the « View + Keign, their 


- Notions of the ad Their Abl. 


© horrence of Popery, p. 39. bir as 


© 'P: 46. Their ſiriti Obſervation of the FERRER Day, 
a p. 60 8 


* 


| Remiſſion of Sins. See Abſolution i 8.0 
Refiſtance, that made at the Revolution Nee by. 
King james diſclaim d by the High-Church, p: 62. 
Wherein allou d by the Low-Church, p. 63. Al- 


loud by the High-Church whey they explain them 


Jelues, p. 64. Arguments for it in the Biſbops of 
Salisbury 's and Oxford 5 agree at Dr. Sache- 


were Triad, OE ON ib. 
, opprobriouſy rreathd- 9 the: High- 
S Ohurch . p. 39 


. (Bp. ) his Notions of the Sacrament, p. 28, 


&c. © His Divan weeks and Lotter to Bp. Hooper 
3 8 . B. 


| 8 of che Lord's Supper; rh Liow-Glarch. 
men will not allow at to be a true and den Sa- 
crifice, p. 25, Cc. See Brett aud Hicks. 7 78 
Salisbury, (Biſhop of) - See Burnett. 
Scripture, how far the Bw Cue men mate it 
the Rule of Faith, p. 36. Mi Chilling worth; 
Judgment: on this po ib. The Church of En- 
gland' Judgment thereof. p38 
er e (Dr.) bis virulent * — groundleſs Refle-. 
tions on Archbiſhop Tillotlon's intended Compre- 
henſion, p. 40. His groundleſs: eee — ge 

Danger of the Church, .I x 
Separation from the Church, the miſchicooh Bras 
* it, 'P: 34 The ee of. Wed 5.44 

m0 C11 


Sera 


An enen OY 


Mid (Dr. 425 9 


| Religious Obſervation of; 7he Lord — p- 39 
Side-boarg, -. 255 . 75 17 
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Sunday, always given to the Lorcks Baß 5 ey” 


P-57 


Supremacy of the Crown explain d and aſſerted, 
p. 7, &c. Run down and ridiculd by the High- 
Church in as inſolent a Manner as can be done even 


P. 335 


Talbot, (Dr. Bp. of Oxford) his Speech at Dr. Sa- 


"cheverers' Dial recommended; d 


Arguments in Juſtification of Reſiſtance in > 1 


\  @ Total Subverſion, 


p. 64 


Taylor, (Dr. the Martyr) his Notions of the — 4 


ment, 
ris ee of Canterbury) Dr. a | 


p. 30 


rel's virulent and groundleſs Reflections and Miſ- 
. 4 of his intAdded Comprehenſion, 


p- 70. Bp. 
it, 


WE os 


7. of Oxford) See Non-reſiſtance. 


ake's Explication and Vindication of 
P-41, &c. 


ſtantiation, accounted by the High-Church 


1 11 blameable Point in the Romiſh Maſe, 
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V ces Epiſcopal. See Hooper 
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W its miſchievous Conſequence, : 'p . cee. 
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wk (Dr. By. of Lincow) See Tillotton. 
Wilkins (Bp.) his Moderation commended, ' p. 53 
: e h his Hiſtory of Reſiſtance Fecom-, 
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| | HE Nan e any Body of People are their 
dangerous Wounds, whereby their Blood 
and Spirits _ be ſo drain'd, that hereby 
the become à Prey to che 
Weakeſt * be neither Rocks nor Seas, fenced 
cls nor 1 can make that People ſafe, who by Di- 
cord and Diſtruſt cut the 8Sinews of their own 8 
So that where - ever an Enemy has Sueceſs in dividing any 
People, he will ſoon have the Satisfaction of Wok 
them, and Will find This the cheapet : and cafieſt Way 
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5 f this Ki ag dont of Grear Brirkin need hot be told, 
that we ate — with numerous and Rr ng 
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With them at how 3 like corrupt Humours in the of 
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| moted, and we owes I into a New Divifion, to 
| add to thoſe we labo alda before: Not only the 
2 Nr us and Diſſenters, is 9 art fully — _ 
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or to the left: For indeed (as the 5 2 Biſhop 
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& The Principles of the Low- Church men. 

VIII. They aſſert the Divine Iuſtitution of, the Lord's-Da , 
aud think, it. ought to be obſerved in a ſerious aud reli 
gious Manner. 5 Kan 


' E erben | Norten | 2 
| IX. Vith Relation to the Civil Government they think that 
| All that Obedience and Submiſſion that is ſettled by our 
| Laus to the Perſons: f our Princes 45 to be paid them 
Ver Conſcience Sale: Hut if à miſguided Prince ſhall take 

on him to diſſolve our Conſtitution, and to _deſtroy_ the Re- 
1 | legion, aud Liberties of his 2 5 he may laufully be 
: reſiſied in thoſe Artem/ts. And are very zealous for "the 


Means al/ow of an Indefeizable Hereditary Reght to the 
Crown of Great Britain. | 


IHavx mention'd theſe Inſtances,as being the moſt con- 
ſiderable, wherein thoſe call'd Low-Church-Men do differ 
from fuch as accuſe them of Want of Zeal for the Church 
of England. In my Examination of which, I ſhall endea- 
vour te explain and ſet them in a true Light, to prove 
that they are ſuch Principles as have all the Aut ority 
of Reaſon and Scripture on their Side, and are moreover 


the very Principles of the Church of England.  -- -:7 


| To begin with the firſt Article, viz. 
2 5 9 * # | 'I 4, 5d 4 % . 2 * 1820 «. i TD 7 
q  AGECT.-b They: obnvealedrr che Subordrgtion of chethurch 
p o the Crown, 001 ERS. * 


- Do not mean to inſinuate that any Civil Power what- 
ever can of it ſelf give a Commiſſion to any one authori- 
tatively, and as Gop's Meſſenger, to teach and preach 
the Goſpel, to admit Men into the Church by Baptiſm, 
to communicate unto them the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
by the outward Symbols of Bread.and: Wine, or to or- 
da in others to perfom in the Name of Chriſt, all or any 
of theſe Divine Offices; the Power of doing theſe Things 
being derived from Chriſt Himſelf. But yet not only the 
Perſont who are to perform theſe Offices are ſubject to the 
Civil. Miner but he has alſo Authority to limit and 
. reſtrain them in the Exerciſe of them, ſo as that they 
ſhall not be ſuffer'd to exceed the Bounds and Limits of 
their Commiſſion, nor under Pretence of that, do any 


III thing 


£1 2 Protefiaur Sucteſſion a ſettled by Lau, and can by no 
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The Principles of the Low-Church-men. 

thing to the Diſturbance or Damage of the State and 
Commonwealth. The Civil Legiſlature may make 
good and wholeſome Laws, not only for the better Sup- 
port of the Government of the Church, but alſo to oblige, 


and if Occaſion be, by proper Penalties to compel even 
the Miniſters and Governors of the Church to the faith- 


ful and diligent Performance of their ſeveral Duties. 


And they are undoubtedly oblig d to fubmit to ſuch Laws 


and Conftitutions as art made by theirlaw ful Governors, 
in things not contrary to the Law of Gov, tho” they con- 
cern Matters purely Ecclefiaſtical, by Virtue of that Di- 
vine Command, which requires very Sul to be ſubje to 
the higher Powers, in which all Subjects, whether Clergy or 
Laity are equally comprehended. wa n 
ow, nothing can be more evident, than that the 
Church of England is perfectly ſubordinate to the Civil 
Power. The King can, «por an Appeal, & ſuſpend or de- 
prive any Biſhop or Archbiſhop, can annul any of their 
iritual Cenſures, and inflict new ones; can by his Royal 
roclamation, pardon and reſtore any that are Excommu- 
nicated. And he not only names to all the vacant Biſhop- 
ricks, but the Biſhopswhom he authorizes to perform the 
Ceremony of Conſecration, exc. are oblig'd as they are 
commanded f to confirm the Election, and to inveſt and con- 


ſecrate the ElefF with all Speed and Celerity ; which if they do 


not within Twenty Days, they incurr a Premunire. © And 


alſo it is declar'd, ** that the Queen has ſupreme and abſolute 


Authority in and about the making and conſecrating of Biſbops; 
and that divers Perſons by the Queen's ſupreme Authority have 
been elefled, made, and conſecrated Biſhops. hs 
THe as to the Convocation, the Clergy can't meet with- 
out the King's Writ ; ff and when met, can't go about any 
Bufineſs without he empowers them; nor can their Re- 
ſolutions have the Force of a Canon without the Royal 
Aſſent; nor then neither, if contrary to the Laws and 
Cuſtoms of the Realm, or to the Preyogatrve, 4 


* 37 Hen. VIII. c. 17. &c. 25 Hen. VIII. c. 19. 
+ 25 Hen. VIIL c. 20. * 8 Elx. c. 1. ff 25 Hen. VIII. 
C. 19. Ha. * 45 2 . . 
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the Comm aver all B 
Eecle aftical as well as, Cvil, is 9 
9. 81 in our aur and ant ke re 115 "ne of 
Clergy is not only oblig d to publiſh 
Sunday in his Prayer before Sermon, but is — 2 | 
aſſiſt and defend xt to his Power. And the Truth is, 
till ſince the late Serious Revolution 33 x 2 15 
Churc b men were, the higher 17 
Supremacy. There never was till 3 
tention for a Church 15 05 K. 26d; haps | 
the State without an Head or Nane, Fea 
Heaven, and a Chriſtian: Pri:fthood on Farth. are. 
new Pretentions, oppoſite to the Senſe of the Hol Holy Scrip- 
zures, and directly contrary to the Rules of Faith and 
Diſcipline eltablind in t * Church of,, England. . 'Tis 
therefore very ſtrange, that Men ſhou'd pretend to a more 
than ordinary Leal for Ys [9 hureh of : England;' and at the 
fame time take on them to impugn and deny this eflential 
Part of its Conſtitution, and abuſe and miſrepreſent their 
Brethren for affirming, what themſelyes cannot deny, 
without manifeſt. n, and ne O * . 
Subſcriptions # Fig 


SECT. II. Tho — 1 affert uhe Ap SL ahem, 
{| Inflitution * yet then ao ugt make it ſoeſſen- 
tial to a Chriſtian Church," as that the Miniſterial Ads 4 
| all Hen wo, are * Ordaiw 4 bs e are WY 61 
inualid 


T1: Know. their 1 3 run os ods of 5 
fierce Men, who t take on them to u = 
Reform Churches. = and xe de — 1 955 
ianity all our Diſſenters at mg eure = expos d them 
to much heavy Dif Ka and Myrepreſent ed 
ticularly as wanting in ir Zea for ies 40% and 
the Church of England, bel. ſo juſtl retains {4 They 
have not, I am ſure, given Occafion 5 theſe Clamours, 
by declaring againſt Zpiſcopacy in their Pulpits or other- 
wile”: On the contrary, tis very well known, ..nanehaye 
better defended it t an the Low-Church-men ; of. a 
11 there 


that in this vile Uncharitablene 


The Principl es of the Low-Chutch-meti; 9 
there are two very good Inſtances; one formerly, and the 
other of late; I mean Biſhop Hall, and Mr. Heady. The 
Biſhop was accounted in his Day, a Favourer of the Puri- 
tans, alias a Low-Church-man, for no other Reaſon that 1 
know of, but becauſe, tho' he defended the Cauſe of the 
Church with much Clearneſs and Strength, yet he was 
not ſo violent againſt all that differ'd from us, and more- 
over opposd ſome Innovations that A. B. Laud was intro- 
ducing, in Order (as Heylin himſelf owns) to oblige the 
Papiſts here in England, Mr. Hoadly's Diſcourſe of Epiſco- 
pacy is — one of the cleareſt and moſt con- 
vincing on the Subject: And yet becauſe he did not hap- 
pen to jump with theſe warm Gentlemen in every Thing, 
and efpecially for declaring he wou'd not affirm Epiſcopacy 
to be eſſential to a Chriſtian Church, they repreſent him 
as giving up the Cauſe. ' He argues, that becauſe tis an 
Apoſtolical Inſtitution, we are oblig d to conform our ſelves 
to it in all Caſes, unleſs in ſuch where the Imitation is 
impracticable, or wou'd manifeſtly do more Hurt than 
Good, to the Church of Caxisr ; neither of which (he 
thinks) can poſſibly be affirm'd, in the ordinary State of 
the Church, as far as the Eflentials of Ep:i/copacy are con- 
cern'd. But then he believes it inſtituted as a Matter of 
Order, but not of ſuch Neceſſity as others contend for: The 
Truth is, he ſays enough to py the Church of England 
in retaining Ep:ſcopacy, but has not thunder'd out Ana- 
themaes againſt all thoſe Chitrches that are ſo unhappyas 
to want it: And that's ſufficient to merit ſome Mens hea- 
vy Diſpleaſure. With them to be a good Church-man, 
means nothing leſs than approving her Doctrine and Govern- 
ment, conforming to her Rules and Orders, communicating con- 
ſtantly with her in Prayers and Sacraments : But it means the 
being loud and contentious in the Chutch's Quarrel ; the 
being exc:eding mad againſt all that are not like minded 
with us; the Talking furiouſly for her Authority; and 
the decrying 25 thing that locke like Charity, Mode- 
ration and good TJemper towards thoſe who differ from 
us. Nothing leſs will ſerve them, than depriving every 
Soul of em of their very Chriſtianity. But I hope to prove, 

they differ as much 

from the Church of England, as from thoſe they are pleas d 
ta tall Lou-Church-men. | 
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19 The Principles of the Low-Church-mey. 
Now I think, this will be very evident from this ſin- 
gle Conſideration, that from the ee of our Re- 


formation to this Time, the Church of Eugland has treated 
and own'd the reform'd Churches as true Churches of 


_ Crater, tho'*tis well known to all, that they have no 


Biſhops, 
Tnar this may not be ſaid without Proof, I will offer 
theſe followin — 

IN the firſt Place I would ask, Whether our Church did 
not look upon the foreign Proteſtants as true Churches, 
when, by Authority, almoſt a Hundred Years fince, it 
ſent ſeveral choſen Divines, of whom our excellent Bi- 
ſhop Hal! was one, to meet with the Repreſentatives of 


the Reform'd Churches in the Synod of Dort, and to Vote 


* 


and joyn with them in the higheſt Acts of Church Go- 


vernment? Did our Church in that Age think they 
were no true Churches, and their Sacraments no Sacra- 
ments? No; Thele uncharitable Doctrines ha ve been ad- 
vanc d chiefly ſince that Time; not by the Church, but 
ſome few in it, who are of narrow Souls, and wou'd fain 
ha ve the World think that Gop is like themſelves. 

Tuts is farther evident from the 55th Canon, * which 
N orders © all Miniſters before Sermon, to pray 
“ tor ChRIST's holy Catholick Church, (i. e.) for the 
eu hole Congregation of Chriſtian People throughout the 
„% World, and eſpecially. for the Churches of England, 
Scotland and beland 5» tho? at that Time, the Church of 
Scotland not only had no Biſhops, but had thrown them 
out before, and Presbytery was eftabliſh'd there, on the 
ſame Foot as at preſent, by Act of Parliament, in 1592. 
Ix we add to all this, but one thing more, I think the 
Matter will be put paſt Diſpute: It is, that not only of 
late Tears in the 2 of Prayer for our Faſts and Thankſ- 
giving, we have conſtantly had a Prayer for the reform'd 
Churches, upon Account of their Sufferings under Popi/o 
Princes, and that Sorrow we had for them, as being li- 
ving Members of that myſtical Body, whereof we are a 
Part, (as'tisexpreſsd in the Prayer 3) but even in the Time 


* Made in 1 603. 


of 


of King Charles I. there is a very ſignal Inſtance of this 
Kind. That Prince, upon his aſſiſting the Rochellers, or- 
der'd a Faſt by Proclamation, and appointed a Form of 
Prayer to be drawn up, for the imploring Gov's Bleſſing 
on the Expedition: In one of the Collects of which, are 
theſe remarkable Words,---- We beſeech Thee to 
« ſtrengthen the Hands, and encourage the Hearts of 
„ Thy Servants, in fighting Thy Battles, and defending 
* Thy Altars that are among Us, and in all the Reformed 
Churches. Tt ſeems (as the Reverend Biſhop of Ox- 
ord obſerves) the Reform'd Churches were thought to 

ave God's Altars among them then, however they have 
been vilify'd fince, 

Bur *tis a Shame we ſhou'd be put to labour in the 
Proof of That, which has been conſtantly acknowledg'd' 
by the Church of England, even from the Beginning of 
the Reformation, to this ver we It muſt be own'd, 
our Church is an Epiſcopal Church; and no Perſon can 
now lawfully exerciſe the Miniſterial Office among us, 
without Epiſcopal Ordination: But tho' we juſtify and in- 
fiſt upon Ep:ſcopal Ordination in our own Church, yet we 
do not make it ſo eſſential to a Chriſtian Church, as to 
null the Baptiſm, and other Adminiſtrations, of all thoſe 
who want it: This is very evident, from what I have 
obſery'd before; it is yet Lirther fo, from the Definiti- 
on of a Church in the 19th of the 39 Articles, „The 
« viſible Church of Chriſt, is a Congregation of faithful 
« Men, in the which the pure Word of God is preached, 
« and the Sacraments be duly adminiſtred, according 
« to CRRIST's Ordinance, in all thoſe things that of 
« Neceſlity are requiſite to the ſame.” From hence tis 
plain, ſhe does not make a Biſhop as diſtin from a Preſ- 

yter, abſolutely neceſſary for conſtituting a Chriſtian 
Church. And in the 23d Article, tho! it is ſaid, It is 
1% not lawful for any Man to take upon him the Office of 
« publick Preaching, or miniſtring the Sacraments in 
« the Congregation, before he be lawfully call'd and 
* ſent to execute the ſame ;” Yet it is not ſaid, it is of 
equal Neceſſity that he be ſent by Bi/bops: On the con- 
trary, the Definition of thoſe that are lawfully call'd and 
ſent, is put in very general Words, The Article does not 
pelolye this into any * Conſtitution, but 3 
2 the 
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the Matter open and at large, for ſuch Accidents as had 
happen'd, and ſuch as might ſtill happen; the following 
Words be theſe, © And thoſe we ought to judge lawfuily 
& call'd and ſent, which be choſen and call'd to this 
% Work, by Men who have publick Authority givep 
* unto them, in the Congregation, to call and ſend Mi- 

1 niſters into the Lord's Vineyard.“ 1 
Tatrs being ſo, it ſeems wonderful that Men ſhould 
make it an Inſtance of their mighty Zeal for the, Church 
of England, to unchurch thoſe whom ſhe owns for true 
Churches; an invalidate that Baptiſm, which ſhe has 
always own'd for true Baptiſm. I know, *tis ſaid with 
reat Aſſurance, that the Church of England requiring a 
wful Miniſter to baptize, thereby declares all other 
Baptiſm void and of none effect; but that does by no 
Means follow. Tis certain none ought to baptize, but a 
lawful Miniſter, and 'tis irregular when 'tis done by 
any other; but for all that, jt is not'therefore to be 
reiterated. The Church of England did once permit, even 
' Women, in Caſe of Neceſſity to baptize : Againſt this, the 
Puritans made a very great Clamour; to whom Mr. 
Richard Hooker, replies in the following Words, © Itera- 
6 tion of Baptiſm once given, hath been always thought 
e a manifeit Contempt of that ancient Apoſtolick 1 a 
“ riſm, Ove Lord, One Faith, One Baptiſm: Baptiſm not 
t only One, in as much as it hath every where the ſame 
& Subjtance, and offereth unto all Men the ſame Grace 
* but One alſo, for that it ought not to be receiyed by 
40 any one Man above once, ” [This Argument he pur- 
ſues in a convincing Manner; and goes on to give the 
Hiſtory of Rebaptizing, maintain'd by St. Cyprian and the 
African Church, whom he affirms to Kees been miſtaken: 
And makes this wiſe Remark upon him. That the Tea- 
cher's Error is the People's Trial, harder and h:avier by ſo much 
to bear, as he i in Worth and Regard greater that perſwadeth 
them.--- And after a great deal ſaid on this Head, worthy, 
every Line of it, to be thoughtfully peruſed by our new- 
fangled Miniſters, he ſays,] “ Since the Church of Goy 
% hath always hitherto conſtantly maintained, that to 
$ rehaptize them which are known to have received true 
Fe Baptiſm, is unlawful; that if Baptiſm be ſeriouſly 
j* adminiſtred, in the ſame Element, and with the ſame 
| Form 
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Form of Words, which CRHRIST's Inſtitution teacheth, 
there is no other Defect in the World that can make 
it fruſtrate, or deprive it of the Nature of a true Sa- 
crament: And Laſily, That Baptiſm is only then to 


be re- adminiſtred, when the firit Delivery thereof i; 


void, in regard of the fore-alledged Impertections, and 
no other. Shall we now in the Cale of Baptiſm, which 
having both for Matter and Form, the Subſtance of 
CarisT's Inſtitution, is by a Sort of Men voided for 
the only Defect of Ecclefiaſtical Authority in the Mi- 
niſter ; ſhall we, I ſay, think it enough, that the Pu- 
ritans blow away the Force thereof, with the bare 
Strength of their very Breath, by ſaying We take 


& ſuch Baptiſms to be no more the Sacrament of Laptiſm, than 


40 
40 
40 


any other ordinary Bathing to be a Sacrament ? It behoveth 
generally all Sorts of Men, to keep themſelves within 
the Limits of their own Vocation. And ſeeing Gop, 


* from whom Mens ſeveral Degrees and Pre-eminencies 
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do proceed, hath appointed them in his Church, at 


whoſe Hands his Pleaſure is, that we ſhould receive 
both Baptiſm, and all other publick medicinal Helps of 
Soul, perhaps thereby the more to ſettle our Hearts, 
in the — of cur Ghoſtly Superiors; they have {mall 
Cauſe to hope, that with Him their voluntary Servi- 
ces will be accepted, who thruſt themſelves into 
Functions, either above their Capacity, or beſides 
their Place, and over-boldly intermeddle with Duties. 
whereof no Charge was ever given them : 'They that, 
in any thing exceed the Compaſs of their own Order 
do, as much as in them lieth, to diſſolve that Order 
which is the Harmony of God's Church. Suppoſe 
therefore, that in the: and the like Confiderations, 


the Law did utterly prohibit Baptiſm to be admini- 


ſtred by any other, than Perſons thereunto ſolemnly 
conſecrated, what Neceſſity ſoever happen; are not 
many things firm being 7 Hh altho', in Part, done 
otherwiſe than poſitive Rigor and Strictneſs did re- 
quire ? Nature, as much as is poſſible, inclineth unto 
Validities, and Preſervations. DidSlurions, and Nulli- 
ties of things done, are not only not favoured, but 
hated, when either urged without Cauſe, or extend- 
ed beyond their Reach, If therefore at any Time it 

| | #* come 
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come to pals, that in teaching publickly or privately, 
in delivering this blefled Sacrament of Regeneration, 
« ſome unſanctify d Hand, contrary to Chriſt's ſuppoſed 
* Ordinance, do intrude it {elf to execute That, where- 
* unto the Laws of God, and his Church have deputed 
* athers; which of theſe two 8 ſeemeth more 
“ agreeable with Equity, Ours [ of the Church of England} 
that d;/allow what is done amiſs, yet make not the 
&« Force of the Word and Sacraments, much leſs their 
* Nature and very Subſtance, to depend on the Miniſter's 
* Authority aud Calling, or elſe Theirs ¶ the Puritans here- 
c tofore, but now Dr. H---s, and many young Clergy- 
mens] which defeat, diſannul, and annihilate bo 
< in reſpect of that one only perſonal Defect; there be- 
ing not any Law of God, which faith, that if the Mini- 
« ſter be incompetent, his Word ſhall be no Word, his 
« Baptiſm no Baptiſm ? ” l 

AND p. 239. The Grace of Baptiſm cometh, by Do- 
& nation, from Gop alone: That, Gow hath committed 
the Miniſtry of Baptiſm unto ſpecial Men, it is for 
* Order's ſake in his Church, and not to the End chat 
ce their Authority might give Peng, or add Force to the 
„ Sacrament it ſelf. That, Infants have right to the 
* Sacrament in Baptiſm, we all acknowledge. Charge 
* them we cannot as guileful and wrongful Poſſeſſors of 
„ That, whereunto they have Right by the manifeſt 
% Will of the Donor, and are not Parties unto any De- 
* fect or Diſorder in the Manner of receiving the ſame, 
« And if any ſuch Diſorder be, we have ſufficiently be- 
* fore declared, that Deliflum cum Capite ſemper. yer fred 
Mens own Faults are their own Harms. 

Anv laſt of all. Whereas general and full Conſent 
„ of the godly-learned of all Ages, doth make for Validi- 
« ty of Baptiſm ; yea, albeit adminiſtred in private, and 
« even by Women; which kind of Baptiſm in Caſe of 
« Neceſſity, divers Reformed Churches do both allow 
« and defend; ſome others, which do not defend, to- 
« lerate. Few, in Compariſon, and they without any 
« juſt Cauſe, do utterly diſanul and annihilate. Surely 
« however, thro? DefeRt on either fide, the Sacra- 
ment may be without Fruit, as well in ſome Caſes ta 
him which receiveth, as to him which giveth it; yet 
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10 no Diſability of either Part can ſo far make it fruſtrate 
« and without Eſſect, as to deprive it of the very Nature 
« of true Baptiſm, having all things elſe, which the 


« Ordinance of CRHRISTH requireth ” 


Oxx would think the Authority of this great and ve- 


nerable Man, ſhou'd go further with Church-men, than 
the Names of a hundred ſuch new-fangled Divines *, as 
now take on them to tell us, That ſuch as are baptized 
by any but Epiſcopal Hands, are no Chriſtians, but when- 
ever they have a mind to become ſo, they muſt be re- 
baptized 3 That they may be waſb'd or ſprixk/cd, but their 
Baptiſm is no Baptiſm ; It is togll Intents and Purpoſes, 
null, invalid, and of no Effect: This ſure, is not the 
Voice of the Church of England; and to prove that it is 
not, let the following Conſiderations be reflected on. 
Now Firſt, It is evident, that for 50 Years after the 
Reformation, Lay-Baptiſm was expreſly allow d by the 
Church of England. This will appear from the two firſt 
Books of Common-Prayer, publiſh'd in the Reign of 
Edward VI. in the Years 1548, and 1552. In which two 
Books, in the Office of Private Baptiſm, the Rubricks are— 
« Let them that be preſent, call upon God for his 
« Grace, and ſay the Lord's Prayer, if the Time will 
« ſuffer ;. and then ONE of them ſhall name the Child, 
« and dip him in the Water, or pour Water upon him, 
« ſaying theſe Words,----N---- I baptize thee, &c.” | 
Ix the Year 1603. upon a Conference held at Hampten- 
Court, between the Biſhops and ſome of the Puritanical 


Miniſters, before King James I. this Rubrick, by his- 


ſole Authority, was alter'd, and no Perſon was permitted 
to baptize but a /awful Miniſter : But tis very certain the 
King did not intend, by that Alteration, to nullify the 
Baptiſms of thoſe who had before been baptized by 
Laicks; much leſs did he infinuate, that all ſuch Mini- 
ſters as wanted Epiſcopal Ordination, were meer Laicks, 
and conſequently their Baptiſms null and invalid. No, 
he knew better; for then the Baptiſm of the Church of 
Scotland, muſt be alſo null, invalid and of no Effect; and 
conſequently hereby would be condemn'd the Baptiſm 


— 
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of Prince Henry, Prince Charles (afterwards K. and Martyr 


of Princeſs Elzabeth (the Mother of the Princeſs Sophia} 
who, together with her Son the El:For of Hanover, and 


his Son alſo the El:foral Prince, and all the Branches of 


that Royal Family are all in the ſame fad Condition for 
Want of Epiſcopal Baptiſm) and of all King James's Chil- 
dren, who were every one of them, baptized by Presby- 
terian Hands, who had only Presbyterian Ordination. Now 
tis a very unlikely thing that King James (who was the 
Man that added the Words, Lawful Miniſter) ſhou'd intend 
thereby on a Man Epiſcopally Ordain'd, when he knew, 
by a near and unavoidable Conſequence, that if that 
Doctrine were true, none of his own Children were, or 
could be Chriſtians, unleſs they were rebaptiz'd, which 
he did not allow of, even when omen had baptized Chil- 
dren. | 

Bur I have this farther to obſerve, That in the Reigns 
of Ring James, and King Charles the Firſt, we had many 
Miniſters from Scotland, France, and the Low-Countries who 
were ordain'd by Presbyters only, and not Biſhops 3 and 
yet, upon ſubſcribing the Articles only, without being 
reordain'd, they were admitted into Benefices with Cure, 
and accordingly Baptized the Children of their ſeveral 
Pariſhes; and did all other Offices' of the Miniſtry. 
From whence it appears, that ſhe did not exclude them 
from being Lawful Miniſters, nor conſequently diſanul, 
and make void the Baptiſms they conter'd, . 

INDEED in 1661. none were eſteem'd Lawfu! Miniſters 
of the Church of England, but ſuch as were Epiſcopally 
ordain'd : But then the Bapriſms of other Adminiſtrators 
were not pretended to be null, invalid and of none Effect. 

Tuts appears from their admitting many to the Mini- 
ſtry in the Church of England, who were * only 
by Presbytzrian Hands. Now if they had not ſuppos'd That 
Baptiſm valid, they certainly wou'd not have ordain'd 
them. For when was it heard either of old or late, that 
a Man cou'd be ordain'd a Miniſter, who had not been 
baptized? Orders ſuppoſe a Man to be a Chriſtian already, 
but they do not make him one. 

Tax, at the Reſtoration, there muſt undoubtedly be 
many Thouſands, who had no Baptiſm, but what came 


from Perſons Un-epiſcopally Ordain'd, and yet were they 
8 ne ver 
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never told by any of the Eziſcopa! Clergy, that they were 
not Chriſtians, deving ben beta validh baptized, and 
therefore muſt be baptized anew. On the contrary, up- 
on their leaving the Way of tion, they were free- 
ee to the Sacrament of the Lord's-S and 

other Ordinances of the Church; which Thing 
ought not to have been done, if they had not been 
Chriſtians. | 


AnD even now, is it ever required of the Diſſenters, 
m Order to their being received into the Church, that 
they be baptized ? We all know very well, that ſeveral 
of their iſters, and other Perſons, have been admit- 
ted into the publick Miniſtry, who yet never had any 
Baptiſm but what came from the Presbyterians : Many 
more are N _ — OE — L wt 
Supper, are 'd, a 4 e i orms 3 
ne ou of 12 been — tÞ an and caſt out of 
the Church, which is a Practice ridiculous, ſcandalous, 
and almoſt blaſphemous, if they are not Chriſtians : All 
theſe Things ſuppoſe them baprized, validly baptized, and 
. ſhew that it is the of the Church of England, 

t they are Chriſtians. | 

Tnus, I think, it appears, that tho' the Church of 

England has always retain'd and juſtify'd Epiſcopacy, ſhe 


never made it eſſential to a Chriſtian Church, nor null'd _ 


the Baptiſms of thoſe Churches who want it: No; theſe 
are ines peculiar to a Set of Men, who carry 125 
ropacy to the higheſt Pitch that Words can raiſe it; bu 
uſe the Biſbops themſelves, in ſuch a Manner, as never 
Biſbops were us'd fince the Apoſtles Days. In this indeed 
they fare alike with thoſe great Saints, that they are de- 
ſpib d, defamed, reviled, made as the Filth of the World, and the 
Off-ſcourmg of all Things, The Men whom they acruſe of 
Want of Zeal for Epiſcopacy, have not only defended the 
Order it ſelf, but pay'd all due Reſpect to the Perſons and 
Authority of their Be/bops 3 while themſelves have been 
pouring Contempt upon both. 

For their Perſons, they have treated them with moſt 
ſcandalous Reflections and Miſrepreſentations; and ſo 
far has the Humour prevail'd, that a Man can ſcarce 

ſs for a true Church-man among em, who does not give 
into it. This Church is _—_— with Prelates, that chal- 


lenge | 
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lenge our Eſteem and Love upon other Accounts, beſides, 
that of their Function, and reflect a new Luſtre upon the 
Character with which they are honour' d; and yet. if 
they do not, in all Things, fall in with the Humour of 
theſe Men; they neither in their Converſation or Wri- 
tings, allow them the leaſt Degree of that Reſpect they 
ſo eminently deſerve. But I would ask them, How it 
comes to be thought a Piece of Service to the Church, to 
decla im ſo f . againſt the Biſhops of it? Is not this 
the Way to bring Contempt on the very Order, with 
injudicious People, who are by much, the largeſt Pars 
of Mankind? How comes it, that hardly any Name is 
thought bad enou k for learned, venerable, meek and hum- 
ble Men, who will ſhine in our Britiſo Annals in After- 
Ages, as the greateſt Ornaments of our Church, when g 
it hall not be ſo much as known that ſach Men as hes 
were born? How can ſuch Men anſwer fuch Pra#ices to f 
God and Men, who glory in the Title of her genuine Sons 
(as if all others were Baſtards) and think it a great Indig- 
tity to de rank d among thoſe of an inferior Species, as tlie 
poor deſpis d Low-Church-men are thought to be? . 
Bor they have gone farther ; they have not only fol- 
low'd their B/5ops With Calumny and Contempt, but have 
diſregarded, and even endeavour'd to wreſt out of their 
— 3 one main Part of their Epiſcopal Authority. The 
Conftitution of the Church of England, is the ſame that 
has been the Conſtitution of the Catholic Church, ever 
ſince the Apoſtolick Age, of as long as we have any au- 
thentick Records of the Church; i. e. The Government 
of the Church is in Biſhops, with Presbyters and Deacons 
under them. - Qurs is a National Church, and divided 
into two Provinces; each Province hath a Metropolitan, 
with 2 W Juriſdiction over all the Biſhops an& » 
— of his Province, which he eſpecially exerciſes (in 
fubordination to the civil Power) in convening and pre- 
ſiding in Synods, which neceſſarily carries with it the 
Authority of Continuations or Prorogations,. This is the 
Conſtitution of the urch of England ; and yet nothing 
can be plainer, than that theſe very Men, who ſet up 
. for the greateſt Adyocates for Epiſcopacy, do evidentl 

go a bout to deſtroy it. The Presbyters of the lower Houſe 
4 do, in their late Diſputes, claim a co-ordinate Power 


with 
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with the Biſhops in the aper Houſe, viz. A full Power 
——— of ating within themſelves, without de- 
— on the Commands and Directions of a ſuperiox 
Houſe ; to chooſe their own Time of Meeting; fat as 
long and often as they pleaſe ;z: adjourn themſelves by 
their own Authority, and by no other; begin what 
Buſineſs they pleaſe, and not only to chooſe: their own 
Committees, Hor when they pleaſe, refuſe to chooſe 
Committees by the Authority of any other Perſon or 
Houſe ; excuſe Abſence, receive Proxies, judge of Ele- 
Qions, cenſure their own Members, and do all other 
Acts which uſe to be done by the ſale Authority of a 
Houſe, which is its own Maſter and Judge. That this 
equal and e 8 Power in the PE Acts of — 
giflation, is what t 1 of, 
Sho are acquainted with their Books; yet they 
themſelves do and muſt own, that there never was 3 
diftint Synod of Presbyters, much leſs. a co-ordinate 
Houſe of meer Presbyters, in any other Epiſcopal Churgh 
in the World, and can never fhew when the Charch of 
England broke off from the Catholick Charch, and re- 
nounced the Metropolirical and Epiſcopal Authority. From 
hence it ge rage 2 _ 
Epiſcopacy, and how happi ify'd to e * 
M2 d Want of Ze * Foy Wi hare, wh are 
-openly oppoſing the eſſential Conſtitution of an Eprſco- 
pal Church, as the Church of England is, and tis hop'd, 
will ever continue. Whatever may ima it 
ſeems a much better Evidence of Mens Affection for 
Epiſcopacy, modeſtly to defend the Order, and conſci- 
entiouſly ſubmit to the — er of their Biſhops, than 
to expreſs the moſt flaming Zeal in the World for the 
one, and inſolently to treat and diſregard the other, ' 


Bur I have done with theſe Men, and this Argument, 


- when I have defir'd the Reader to conſider the Happineſs 
he enjoys, in being a Member of a Church, which ſup- 
ports and juſtifies the Primitive Form of Government, 
upon the Principles of Peace and Love. Whatever par- 
ticular Men may do, the Church it ſelf no where pre- 
tends to unchurch thoſe Churches that are differently 
moderd; or to fay, their Sacramentaqre mull, or their 
a .C 2 dea A Fouls 
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Souls mortal. Nothing cou d ſcarce be a greater Ob- 


jection againſt our Church, than ſuch Uncharitableneſs, 
It is ſtrange the worſt Part of Popery (as it has generally 
been reckoned ) ſhou'd be made the beſt Evidence of a 
true Church-man z that is, The damning all who are without 
our Pale. It is the worſt Kind of Incloſure, to confine 
Salvation to a Party; and the vileſt Uncharitableneſs, to 
make all without us, like the Mountains of Gilboa, upon 
which no Dews, no Drops of Rain, no Showers of 
Grace can fall, This never was, and, I truſt, never will 
be the Spirit of the Church of England, however a Party of 
Men, whoaflume that Name to themſelves (excluſive af 
all others) may make it their: 


SECT. 111. Another Inſtance which 1 gave of the Diffe- 
rence between thoſe call'd Low-Church-men, and the 


contrary was, that They do not believe the Abſolut ion of 


a Prieſt, i neceſſary in Order to the Forgiveneſs of Sins. 


I Bzrrevs ſome will wonder I mention this, as affirm'd 
by Proteſtants, ſuppoſing it a Doctrine peculiar to Papiſts : 
But tis too evident, that this Principle, as popiſo as it is, 
is not only very zealouſly propagated, by many who 
wou'd be — to have much Zeal for the Church of 
| England, but is made one of their Marks, or Criterions 
of a Man's Affection to it. 

*T1s plain, this Doctrine has not been commonly 
taught by any Sort of Proteflants, nor by . thaſe of the 
Church of England in particular : Which the great Pro- 
moter of this, and other neu and ſtrange Doctrines, ſeems 
7 well aware of, when he ſays, f It is what indeed 
11 x 


e People had very ſeldom, but ſhould — 
e 


« have heard from their Paſtors and Miniſters, who 
10 Duty it is, to declare all the Council of God, and to keep 
« back nothing that is profitable for them: And ſure no- 
thing can be more profitable for em, than to teach 
them where, and how, and from whom they are to 
receive Remiſſion of their Sins, ” 


* Dadwells Fit. Diſcourſe, 
} Bret's — Bay 
\ Tuts 


* 


The Principles of the Lou-Church- men. 21 


Tuts he very p — tells us, we are to come to the 
Prieſt for, who is inv by Cnxlsr with Authority to 
it, with as ſull and plinary Authority as He Him- 


ſelf, as Head of the Church, is poſſeſs'd of, or exercis'd 


on Earth. * He fays further, That at the Time that 
Cnnisr's Miniſters pronounce Abſolution to the Peni- 
tent, he himſelf does ther, (and not before, as he after- 
wards tells us) actually forgive them. So that tis not 
ſufficient, in Order to Forgiveneſs of Sins, that we re- 

ent and believe the Goſpel, unleſs we alſo repair to a 

rieſt for that Abſolution, which Gop has order'd him 
to diſpenſe. For he adds, To abſtain from the Pol- 
« lutions of the World, and to pray to Gop never fo 
.« heartily, and to have the firmeſt Faith in our Lord 
* Jx8vs CurisT, is not ſufficient to procure our ACTU- 

« AL Pardon; it only qualifies us to receive it of thoſe, 
« to whom he has given Power on Earth to remit Sins 
„% by Abſolution. d therefore he poſitively affirms, 
There is no reaſonable Ground to think, that they 
« can attain to Remiſſion of Sins, however penitent 
« they be, who neglect this Abſolution of the Prieſt, 
„ where it may be had. ” The Author of this Doctrine 
ſeems very angry that it is call'd Popery, and therefore 
let him find another Name for it, if he know any that 
will fit it as well: But I beg he would not put it upon 
us, as the Doctrine of the Church of England, becauſe tis 
directly oppoſite to the Goſpel of CHRIST; which no 
where requires any Thing of Chriſtians, in Order to 
Remiſſion of Sins, but Repentance from dead Works, and 
Newneſs of Life. And therefore I do much aqmire he 
ſhould take on him to make new Terms of Salvation; 
which in St. Paul's Words, is Preaching another Goſpel. 
And I fear he will find that a far more fatal Conſequence, 
than neglecting Abſolution. 

I Syov'p not have taken ſo much Notice of this Ser- 
mon, had it not been laid before the Lower Houſe of Convo- 
cation; who not only refus'd to cenſure the Doctrine con- 
tain'd in it, but have gen the World very great Reaſon 
to believe, that they themſelves concur with the Author, 
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from what a confiderable Member ſaid, vi. That 
as to the Power of the Church and Clergy; in the 
« Abſolution of Sinners, Dr. Brett had carried that 
Doctrine no higher than the Liturgy, and other Acts 
& of the Church had done.” Beſides, that tis very well 
known the far greater Part of thoſe who wou'd be 
eſteem'd the moſt zealous for the Church, are profeſſed- 
ly for the Doctrine, tho' many of 'em blame the Doctor's 
indiſcreet and incautious Way of declaring it. 4 

Now to ſupport their Opinion, they produce a Paſſage 
or two from the New Teſtament, 7 e publick Litur- 
2h By the one they wou'd prove it the Doctrine of the 

riptures, and by the other the Doctrine of the Church 
of England. 

Tax main Text on which they rely, is, John xx. 21, 
22, 23. Then Jeſus ſaid unto them again, &c. 

Now *tis not improbable that this was only a perſonal 
thing, given to the 9 with that 9 Effu- 
ſion of 5 Holy Ghoſt; with which ſuch a Diſcerning of 
Spirits was communicated that they cou'd diſcern the 
Sincerity of thoſe on whom they exercis'd this Power. 
By this St. Peter diſcover'd the Sin of Ananias and 
Saphira; f and he alſo ſaw that Simon Magus was in the 
Gall of Bitterneſs, and the Bond of Iniquity. f | 

Tnar this Gift of diſcerning Spirits was beſtow'd upon 
the Apoſtles is very plain from many Paſſages of Scrip- 
ture, and perhaps was intended to be communicated by 
our bleſſed Saviour, when He breathed on them, and ſaid 
unto them, receive the Holy Ghoſt, ** Whereby, as Dr. Brett 
tells us, he furniſh'd them with Ability or Capacity to 
execute that Power or Authority which he had given 
them. But *tis obſervable, that when the Doctor comes 
to ſhew that the F:/bops and their Presbyters ha ve now the 
ſame Power that the Apoſil:s had, and the Uſefulneſs of 
that ſame Power; he ſays not one Word of the Clergy's 
Having now alſo the ſame Ability or Capacity to execute 
that Power : Whereas the ſame Power requires the ſame 
1 Capacity, and it muſt be ſuppos'd they are convey d toge- 
4 ther, or that neither of them is convey'd at all. So that 
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fince this miraculous Gift of knowing the Secrets of 
Meas — did depend the — remitting of 
retaining Sins in an authoritative Manner; (for they who 
had the Priviledge' of knowing Mens Hearts might do 
this upon certain Grounds, and were ſecure from Miſtake 
in the Exerciſe of this Power upon particular Perſons.) And 


fince the Miniſters of the Church are not now poſſeis d of | 


that Power, it ſeems reaſonable to conclude that the Words 
of our Saviour, relate only to that extraordinary and mita+ 
culous Authority, which was given to the Apoſtles, and to 
them only, and cannot be extended to any other.. 
Ax yet ſome think, that what our Saviour ſays to his 
Apoſtles, belongs alſo to all the Miniſters of his Church 
to the World's end; who are thereby impower'd in 2 
miniſterial Manner to Retain and Remit the Sins of Menz 
that is, to adminiſter the Sacraments of Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper: by which Chriſt has promis'd to remit 
the Sins of penitent Receivers, and to declare to Men 


the Goſpel Terms of Pardon and Forgiveneſs, and alſo to 


caſt out of the Church by Excommunication, ſuch Perſons 
as walk diſorderly, and unworthy of their Profeſſion, 
The Former is called remitting of Sins, becauſe the Church 
is the only Place where Chriſt has engag'd to diſpence it, 
and the Sacraments are the Channels by which he has 

romis'd to convey it: The Larter is call'd retaining of 
Sins becauſe when Men are regularly, and agreeably to 
the Goſpel Rule, caſt out of the Chriſtian Church, 9 
Sins are bound upon them, and they have no Title to the 
Bleſſing of the New Covenant, the chief of which is Re- 
miſſion of Sins. But then it is to be remembred that as 
the Power of pardoning and retaining is only declaratory, 
fo all the Exerciſes of it, are then only effectual, when 
the Declarations of the Pardon, are made agreeable to 


the Conditions of the Goſpel. 
Ax thus much is granted by the Church of Rome; 
that if the Prieſt be miſtaken in the Uſe of the Keys, 


and gives Abſolution to one that is not truly Penitent, 
his Sins are not remitted; or if a Perſon be excommu- 


nicated that is not truly guilty, his Sins are not retained. 


Bur — — go farther, and do not only make a mi- 
Aaken Abſolution or Excommunication void in it ſelf; but 
they do not make Abſolution of the Prieſt at all neceſſary 

to 
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to the Forgiveneſs of Sins ; unleſs in Caſe a Perſon has 
been, for heinous Offences, excluded the Society of 
Chriſtians. Then indeed, the Church has undoubtedly 
Authority to remit the Sins of the Penitent, as they arc 
Matters of Scandal, and Offence, - and ſhou'd receive him 
into her Communion again, by which he's intitled to 
the Bleflings he was . , by being caſt out of it. 
And 'tis very probable that the Authoritative Form of Ab- 
ſolution, now ſo much contended for, was firſt introducd 
into Eccigſiaſtica Courts, to take off ſome diſabling Sen- 
tence before paſs'd by an Eccleſiaſtical Judge : It ſeeming 
very natural to uſe Judiciary Words, in taking off, what 
he had before laid on by ſuch Words. 
Bur tis ſaid, that in our Office for the Viſitation of the 
Sek, there is an Aut horitative Form of Abſolution : And 
this is very true. But then, it is as tłue that this Form 
is no Argument in the World that the Church eſteems 
— —— neceſſary to Pardon of Sin. It is very pro- 
bable this Form was left there in Hope of bringing many 
ſu itious Perſons to conform, who perhaps wou d have 
adher'd to the diſcarded Romiſb Prieſt if thoſe of the eſta- 
bliſh'd Church had been deſtitute of Power ſoto Abſolve. 
And'*tis evident, that this was done rather for the Satisfa- 
Rion of the Scrupulous, than from any Apprehenſion of the 
—— of it to the Forgiveneſs of Sins, and the Salva- 
tion of the Penitent ; becauſe the Church does not require 
a formal Abſolution to be given to the dying Perſon, un- 
leſs he himſelf do defire it. * But certainly if they had 
thought it, in any 2 4 neceflary to Forgiveneſs, they 
wou'd have enjoin'd the Prieſt to give it to every one 4 
whom he judg'd Penitent, whether he defir'd it or not. 

Tram this Authoritative Form was plac'd in the Office, ; 
rather for the Satisfaction of the Scrupulous, than from 
any Neceffiry which our Reformers apprehended there 
was of ſuch Abſolution, is evident from Hiſhop Latimer's F 
Words . Matter: As touching Confeſſion, 
© I tell you that they that can be content with the general 
« Abſolution which every Miniſter of God's Word gi- 
« veth in his Sermons, when he pronounceth that all 
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n that be for their Sins, and believe in Chriſt, ſeek 
« Help and Kemedy by Him, and afterward intend to 
« amend their Lives, and avoid Sin and Wickedneſs; all 
*« thoſe that be ſo minded ſhall have Remiſſion of theit 
« Sins. Now I fay they that can be content with this 
- e Abſolution, it is well; but they that —— 
« {atisfied with it, they may go to ſome godly learne 

« Miniſter, which is able to inſtruct and comfort them 


& with the Word of God, and to miniſter the fame unt 


them to the Contentation and quieting of their Con- 
* ſciences. ” | A ge, 

Tis farther pretended in Juſtification of the Neceffi 
of Abſolution, that in our Office of Ordination, the Pri 
is inveſted with a Power to forgive Sins, the Biſhop fay- 
ing to the Perſon ordain'd, whoſe Sis thote doſt remit, they 
dare remitted, and whoſe Sins thou doſt verain, they are retamed, 
But we are to underſtand by this, only that they have by 
Virtue of their Office, a Power to admit Perſons into the 
Chriſtian Church by Baptiſm, in which is feaPd'to them 
the Remiſſion of Sins; and to caſt them ont of the 
Communion of the Chriſtian Church by Excommunica- 
tion and the Cenſures of it; and an Authority to declare 
to Men the Terms of Pardon and Forgiveneſs, according 
to the Covenant of Grace. a 

F Hors it is plain from what I have ſaid, that the Ne- 
ceſſiry of Abſolution by a Prieft, in Order to Remiſſion of 
Sins, is no more the Doctrine of the Church of England, 
than of the holy Scriptures. And ſo Lleave it, an ou 
to the next Point, in which the Low-Church-men are diſtin- 


guiſh'd from the High, namely, 


SECT. IV. They do not believe the Satrument of the Lord. 


Supper is a true and proper Sacrifice, or propitiary Oblat ion. 


Turs is a Doctrine which has been induftriouſly ſpread 
of late, but more eſpecially by Non-jarors, and Perſons 
di ſaffected to our * 2 Eſtabliſhment. There is ſcarce 
any Doctrine ſo abſurd, but if ſome Men think fit to pro. 
mote it, they will pretend 'tis the Doctrine of the Church 
of England, This Notion is certainly as far as any Thibg 
can be, from receiving any Countenance from the hure 


of England, and yet they can ſee ſeveral things in F "oy 
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of it. They own indeed the Office for the Communion 18 not 
ſo well adapted to it, as they cou'd wiſh, and therefore, 
as violent as they are againſt Alterationq on other Accounts, 
they ſeem to wiſh, a few might be made on this. They 
think it very proper to add a ſhart Collect, wherein the 
Prieſt ſhou'd offer up to Almighty Gop, the conſecrated 
Bread and Wine, as a Sacrifice for the Sins of the Com- 
municants: And Dr. Hicks, * for the more modiſh and 
polite receiving it, is for introducing a Side-Bogrd or 
Beaufet, to put the Elements on, before they are piac'd on 
the Communion Table: He is alſo for altering the Diſ- 
poſition of ſome of the Prayers in the Communion-Ser- 
vice, and wiſhes that ſome other Prayers might, by Ad- 
dition, or Alteration be appointed, which the Prieſt alone 
mie put for the People. f As far as the Church of England 
is from teaching the Sacrament is a proper Sacrifice, this 
Doctor by the good Husbanding of theſe Alterations, 
might quickly bring her to downright Maſſing. 

Axp the Truth is, if theſe mean any thing, they 
mean little leſs. The moſt active and Be es Corrupter 
of our Faith and Doctrine, * tells us, that, by Divine Ap- 
Paint ment, the Sacrifice of the Euchariſt being offer d, according 
to the Inſtitution, becomes propitiatory, that is, renders God 
good and gracious to us, and procures his Pardon and Favour. Ti 
And again-— t he Sacrifice of the Euchariſt is appointed to pro- 
cure and convey the Pardon of all Sins and Tranſgreſſions. *|--- 
If he means by this Sacraments procuring, only its conveying 


Pardon of Sin, he ſays nothing but what may be ſaid of 


Baptiſm, and what he ſays of Abſolutiun: But if he means 
that thereby God is rendred propitious by an Attonement 
made to his, Juſtice, for the Sins of the Communicants, 
he is more abſur'd- than the Papiſts themſelves ; for they 
ſuppoſe the Body and Blood of Chriſt to be really preſent 
in the Sacrament, and he owns the Bread and Wine are 
only a Repreſentation of them. Now, can the Doctor 
new any Text of Scripture that ſays, Gop will be recon- 
ciled to Sinners on the Account of ſuch Sacrifices ? Even 
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** Dr. Bret, ff Chriſtian Altar and Sacrit; f. 26. 
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under the Law (the Apoſtle to the Hebrews lays) without 
fh:dding of Blood there was no Remiſfion. And (to bring this 
Matter to a Point) the Blood of CuRISH was ſhed to ob- 
tain Remiſſion of Sins, and therefore there remainethno 
more Sacrifice for them. 

Bur if Gov have inſtituted this Sacrament on Purpoſe 
to be a propet Sarrifice and Propitiation for the Sins of Men, 
ſhall we Sifpute againſt the Efficacy of it for thatPur- 

ſe? No; but when a Doctrine ſeems ſo contrary to holy 

cripture, and ſb evidently to contradi& the whole Oe- 
conomy of Man's Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt; we _—_ to 
be very ſure that there is ſuch an luſtitution. I think the 
Doctor does not pretend to prove this expreſly; by more 
than one Argument, and even there he begs the Que- 
ſtion. He ſays that when bur Saviour bid his _— * 
do this in Remembrance of Him, he intended * ould 
make this Sacrifice, or Oblation: F Where he ſuppoſes 
Cunlsr made a proper Sacrifice or Oblation Himſelf, 
which is more than he has, or can make good. Indeed 
he ſays, that the Word Do, is frequently us d in the Serip- 
tures to ſignify the offering a Sacrifice, as Lev. iv. 20. 
He ſhall do with the Bullock, as he did with the Bullock for 
a Sin Offering; fo ſoall he do with this. But then he 
knows that the plain Zng/i/b of Doing, is the perform- 
ing any thing; and therefore unleſs he had prov'd that our 
Saviour had Sacrific'd, he tannot infer from his command- 
we to do as he has done, that we muſt ſacrifice. But as 
it happens, our Saviour Himſelf has told us what we are 
to do, i. e. the Miniſters of the Goſpel are to take Bread 
and Wine, which they are to bleſs, or ſet apart for that 
holy Uſe, and they are to diſtribute, and the People are 
to Eat and Drink it, in Remembrance of Him, Here's not 
one Word of a Sacrifice. And I can't imagine how the 
Doctor came by his Notion, unleſs he borrow'd it from 
the Papiſts, who indeed are before Hand with him in it. 
Harpsfield in his Conference with Bradford the Martyr, to 
py the popi/þ Sacrifice was inſtituted by CuRIsv, tells 

im, that, Hoc facite, telleth plainly the Sacrifice of the 
Church, ** To whom the Martyr replies moſt excellently, 
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* Luke xxii. 19. + 7 ag. 13. ** Fox's Martyr. p. 1466. 
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VJou confound | Sacrifices, not diſcerning betwixt the 


1 Sacrifice of the Church, and for the Church. The 
“Sacrifice of the Church is no Propitiatory Sacrifice, 
but a Gratulatory Sacrifice. And as for Hoe facite, it is 
not referr'd to any ſacrificing, but to the whole Action of 
S taking and eating: * 

But this is not the o Time the Doctor ſides with 3 
Papiſe, againſt a Proteſiavt Martyr. At p. 22 of his Sermon 
the Reader may find him declarin for an unblocdy Sacri- 
fice, inſtituted by Gop, inſtead of the many bloody Sa- 
erifices of the Law. Now, hear Biſhop Kidly, whole 
Words I the rather take Notice of, becauſe the Doctor in 
his Preface pretends to ſay, that he owns the Sacrament 
to be a true and proper Sacrifice, In Anſwer to a Propo- 
fition made to him by the Popi/b Commiſſions, he produ- 
ces ſeveral Texts againſt the Sacrifice of the Maſs ; and then 
adds, * „I know that all theſe Places of the Scripture 
« are avoided by two manner of ſubtile Shifts 3 the One 
js by the Diſtinction of the bloody, and -ynbloody Sacrifice, 
as tho* our unbloody Sacrifice of the Church were any 
other than a Sacrifice. of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, than 
* a Conimemoration, 2 ſhewing forth, and a facri- 
mental Repreſentation of that only bloody Sacrifice 
c offer'd up once forall. The other is, by depraving and 
„ wrelting the Sayings of the Antient Fathers unto ſuch 
a ſtrange kind of Senſe as the Fathers themſelves in- 
« deed never meant; for what the Meaning of the Fa- 
« thers was, it is evident by that which Auguſtine wri- 
« teth in his = p to Boniface, and in the 83d Chap. 
« of his 9th Book aga inſt Fuuſtus the Manic hee, beſides ma- 
* ny other Places; fikewiſe by Euſebius, Fnuſene, Cyprian, 
£4 Chryfoftom, Fulgentins, Bertram and others, which do 
e wholly concord and agree together in this Unity of the 
„ Lord, that ---- the whole Subſtance of our Sacrifice 
« which is frequented of the Church, in the Lord's-Sup- 
<« per conſiſteth in Prayers, Praiſe and giving of Thanks, 
«< and in the remembring and ſhewing forth of that Sa- 
&« crifice once offer'd upon the Altar of the Croſs: That 
e the {ame might continually be had in Reverence by 
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& Myſtery, which once only, and no more was offered 
for the Price of our Redemption. * | 

Tz fame holy Martyr, in another Place, ſays, „That 
+ tho' bnproperly, Figuratively, and Sacramentally the 
&* Lords-Supper may be call'd a Sacrifice (as being the Sa- 
« crament.of the lively Sacrifice) yet that properly, and 
« without a Figure, there is ove only Sacrifice, and that 
« once offered upon the Altar of the Croſs. Again. 
« It is evident, there is but ane Qblation, and one true 
« and lively Sacrifice of the Church offer d upon the 
« Altar of the Croſs; which was, is, and ſhall for ever 
be the Propitiation of the Sins of the whole World. 

Wirn him concurs Craumer, who ſays, * Whoevet 
„ ſhall ſeek any other Sacrifice, prapitiatory for Sin, 
& maketh the Sacrifice of CRISNH of no Validity, Force, 
* or Efficacy. F He indeed ſpeaks of the Sacrifices 
of Thenkſgiving, of Praiſe, of confeffing his Name, 
of true Amendment, of Repentance, of Mercifulneſs to- 
wards our Neighbours, all good Works of Charity; 
but ever contends, there is but Oxz proper, and propi- 
tiatory Sacrifice. 

Axp becaufe the Doctor pretends, that Latimer alſb 
aflerts his proper, propitiatory — by all Means, let 
us hear him; It appeareth (ſaith he) that the ſacri- 
« ficing Prieſthood is changed, by God's Ordinance, in- 
eto à preaching Priefthood 
hood ſhould ceaſe utterly ; faving in as much, as all 
« Chriſtian Men are ſacrificing Prieſts. * 80 far is he 
from being for true and proper Sacrifices, that he affirms, 
the Name of Prieſt is not proper for a Goſpel-Miniſter : 
Becauſe (ſays he) The Name of Prieſt importeth a Sacrifice. FF 
And he tells Veſtan, That the Communion beareth 
the Name of -a Sacrifice among the Fathers; becaufe 
It is a Sacrifice memorative. And the facramental Bread, is 
called a Propitiation, becauſe it is a Sacrament of the Propiti- 
ation. *F And at another Time tells the Commiſſioners, 
That Chriſt made one Oblation and Sacrifice for the Sins of tht 
whole World, and that a per fett Sacrifice ; neither needeth 
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there to be any other, neither can there be any other Propitiat« 
Sacrifice, * x . ; 7 

Bur that it may be ſeen, how groſly the Doctor and 
his Friend, have abuſed this good old Bi 
once more in a Sermon before King Edward VI. « I will 
« not (ſays he) ſay Nay, but that ye ſhall find in the 
old Doctors, this Word Sucrificinm; but there is one 
* general Solution for all the Doctors, that St. Auguſtine 
7 3 us. The Sign of a Thing, hath oftentimes 
« the Name of the Thing that it 3 As the 
« Supper of the Lord; as the Sacrament of another 
„Thing, it is a Commemoration of his Death which 
« ſuffered once for us; and becauſe it is a Sign of 
* CurisT's offering up, therefore it bears the Name 
« thereof, And this Sacrifice a Woman can offer as 
„ well as a Man: Yea, a poor Woman in the Belfry, hath 
& as good Authority to offer up this Sacrifice, as the Bi- 
„ ſhop in his Pontificalibus, with his Miter on his Head; 
„ his Rings on his Fingers, and Sandals on his Feet. 
And whoever cometh, asking the Father Remedy in 
« his Neceſlity, for CRIST's Sake, offereth up as ac- 
i ceptable a Sacrifice, as any Biſhop can do. F 

To: the fame Purpoſe, ſpeaks Dr. Taylor, another 
learned and holy Martyr. © Caxisr gave Himſelf to 
« die for our Redemption upon the Croſs, whoſe Body 
te there offered, was the propitiatory Sacrifice, full, per- 
« fe and ſufficient unto Salvation, for all them that 
c believe in Him. And this Sacrifice, did our Saviour 
« CHRIST offer in his own Perſon Himſelf, once for all; 
tt neither can any Prieſt any more offer him, nor we 
«© need no more propitiatory Sacrifice; and therefore 
« I fay, with Chryſoſtom, and all the Doctors, Our Sa- 
« crifice is only Memorative; in the Remembrance of 
« CHRIST's Death and Paſſion, a Sacrifice of 'Thank({- 
« giving; and therefore the Fathers called it, Eucha- 
« riſtia: And other Sacrifice, hath the Church of God 
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Taar the Senſe of our Reformers may more fully ap- 
pear in this Point, I will preſent the Reader, with Part © 
of the Reaſons that were drawn up by them to enforce 
an Order, made about the Year 1550. for the removing 
of Altars, and placing Tables in their Rooms, They are. 
as follows, intituled, 


RE ASONS, Why the Lord's-Boord ſhould 
rather be after the Form of a Table, than of 
an Altar. | 


The Firſt ReAs0N. 

FirsT, The Form of a Table ſhall more move the Simple, 
from the ſuperſtitions Opinions of the Popiſh Maſs, unto the 
right Uſe 7 the Lord s Supper: For the Uſe of an Altar « to 
make Sacrifite upon 5 the Uſe of a Table is to ſerve for Men to 
eat upon: Now when we come unto the Lord's-Boord, what do 
we come for? To ſacrifice CHRIST again, and to cruciſy Him 
again? Or to feed upon Him that was once only cruciſ d for us ? 
Tf we come to feed upon Him, ſpiritually to eat his Body, and 
ſpiritually to drink, his Blood, which « the true Uſe of the 
Lord Supper; then no Man can eo but the Form of 
a Table is more meet for the Lord's-Boord, than the Form of 
an Altar, 


The Second REASOR. 


| IrzM, Whereas it is ſaid, the Book of Common-Prayer 
maleth mention of an Altar; wherefore it is not la to 
aboliſb that which the Bool alloweth : To thu is thus anſwered, 
The Book of Common Prayer, calleth the Thing whereupon 
the Lord's-Supper is miniſtred indifferently, a Table, an Al- 
tar, or the Lord's Boord, without preſcribing any Form there- 
of, either of a Table or of an Altar: So that whether the Lord's- 
Boord have the Form of an Altar or of a Table, the Book of 
Common-Prayer, calleth it both an Altar and a Table. For 
as it calleth an Altar, whereupon the Lord's-Supper is miniſtred, 
a Table, and the Lord's-Boord ; ſo it calleth the Table, whereon 
phe Holy Communiqn is diſtributed with Lauds and Thanks- 


giving 
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fen. Sacrifice of Praiſe und Rf icrh | offer 


Hxxx we ſee the Charch of England knew no Proper and 
Propitiatory Sacrifice under the Goſpel, and therefore no 
proper Altar. To ali which Teſtimonies, I will only add, 
one more from the learned and holy Martyr Ridly, and 


another from the Homilies. 


N 


CnRITSsT, as &. Paul ꝛritet h, made owe per feli Sacrifice or 
the Sins of the.zphole World; neither can any Man reiterate that 
Sacrifice of his ; and yet is the Communion an acceptable Sacri- 
Fice to God, of Praiſe aud Thankſgroing 5 but to ſay, that 
thereby Sins are taken away, (i. e. To*ſay it is a propitiatory 
Sacrifice ) which ah olly and prrfelly was done by Cnalsr's 
Paſſon, of the which the Communion is only a Memory, that is 
a great Derogation of the Merits of Cunisr'r Paſſion 3 for the 
Sacrament was mftitured, that we rectiving it, and thereby 
recognizing, and remembring his Paſſion, ſhow d be Pattakirs of 

the Merits of the ſame. For otherwiſe, (i. e. If it be made a 

Propitiatory Sacrifice, or Oblation) doth this Sacrament rake 

upon it the Office of Carist's Paſſion, whereby it might follo2y 

that CHRIST died in vain, * And in the Homily relating to 
the Sacrament, we are particularly caution'd, to take 

Seat herd, let of the MEMORY, it be made & SACRI- 

FICE, i. e. A material Sacrifice; whether of CHRIS 
Himſelf, or in a true and proper Senſe, even of the 
| Bread and Wine. 

: From what I have before obſerv'd, it is not only as 
evident as the Sun, that this Doctrine of the Sacrament 
being a propitiatory Sacrifice, or Oblation, is not the 
Doctrine of the Chnrch of England; but allo it very plain® » |, 
ly appears in what Senſe it is, and may be calbd, a Su- 
erafice. 

Now tis very certain, That the aucient Fathers do of- 
ten ſtile the whole Action, the Chriſtian Sacrifice, They 
gave the Sacrament this Name, upon ſeveral Accounts: 
Sometimes, on Account of the Oblation of Bread and 
Wie made in it to Almighty Gov, as an Acknowledg- 
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Ment of his being eat Creator of all Things: But 
then they never Were any Thing ene this; 
which is a full Anſwer to thoſe, who pretend their Au- 
thority for calling ita Propitiatory Oblation. Sometimes too, 
they call this Sacrament a Sacrifice, in Regard it is cele- 
brated with Prayer and Praiſe, and Charity to the Poor; 
with the ſolemn Dedication of our ſelves to the Service 
of Gop; all which are inScripture call'd Sacrifices. And 
pe this Account it is, we ſee, that our Reformers alſo 
allow'd this Sacrament to be a Sacrifice ; that is; as the 
Martyr Bradford explains it, the Sacrifice of the Church, 
a grattlatory,Sacfifice, But chiefly, it is calbd a Sacrifice, 
becauſe it is a Comniemoration, and a Repreſentation of 
the Sacrifice that CHRLST offer'd for us on the Croſs. 
It may upon this Account be cal a Sacrifice, as it is 
calbd Cartsr's Body and Blood. i. e. becauſe it is a Re- 
preſentation of them: And in this Senſe alſo, our Re- 
formers call it a Sacrifice. But then it is no more than a 
commemorative Sacrifice; it cannot, it muſt not be made 
Prof itiatory; that being peculiar to the Sacrifice herein 
3 the ire the Body of 5 E SUS once for 
all. _ ä 

I Horx this is abundantly ſufficient to ſatisfy any rea- 
ſonable Perſon, that the Curch of England does utterly 
diſclaim any proper and propitiatory Sacrifice, but that 
of our great High Prieft, the Lord ſzsvs Carrier, who 
ſuffer d Death upon the Croſs; for our Redemption; 
and (as'tis in the Commugion-Srvice) made there (by his 
Ons Oblation of Himſelf OxcE o rep a FULL, PER- 
FECT, and SUFFICIENT SACRIFICE, OBLATI- 
ON, and SATISFACTION for the Sins of the whole 
World. And therefore they who go about to perſwade 
us, That there are now proper Altars, proper an Fro ttia- 
zory —＋ _ that the 22 of t 8 Goſpe! 705 

roperly ſacxiſicing Prieſts, offering up to God, in the 

Rritteſ Senſe; N and age making a Pro- 

itiation for the Sins of the People; do highly derogate 

rom Cnnisr's ſufficient Sacrifice, and are leading us 
back again to the groſſeſt Corruption of Popery, Whatever 

Zeal they may pretend for the Church of England. 

I Know the Teachers of this Doctrine will by no 


Means allow it to be Poi, or to have any Tendenc 
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towards Poþtry;"to avoid which Imputation, they make 
Tranſubſtantiation the only blameable Point in the Romifh 
Maſs ; whereas nothing can be plainer, than that our 
Reformers oppos'd a proper propitiatory Sacrifice, of 
what Kind foever. This ſhews the Weakneſs of Dr. 
Bret's Subterfuge; who all along his Sermon, pretends 
his Doctrine cannot be Popiſh, becauſe there is no Pre- 
tence of offering Chriſt himſelf again, as a Sacrifice for 
the Sins of the World: It is not, he ſays, a Sacrifice pro- 
pitiatory in it ſelf, but as it is inſtituted to typify the One great 
and meritorious Sacrifice, But this is nothing more than 
will be granted by a phie Prieſt himſelf. When Biſhop 
Ridly preſs'd the ble Biſhop of Lincoln, with CHRIST 
being the One only Sacrifice: He anſwer'd him, almoſt 
in the Words of Dr. Bret, * That Carisr made one perf-ti 
Oblat ion for all the whale World; that is, that bloody Sacrifice 
upon the Croſs : Vet nevertheleſs he hath left this Sacrifice, but 
not blocdy, in the Remembrance of that, by the which Sins are 
forgiven : The whith (ſays he) is no Derogation of Chriſt s 
_ Sacrifice, And Dr. Poume told one of the Martyrs, Mr. 
Mante, who föund fault with their Maſs, becauſe they 
made it a Sacrifice; That it was not a propitiatory Sacrifice 

jor Sin (for the Death of Chriſt only was the Sacrifice) and this 
but a Commemoration of the ſame, I muſt confeſs, with the 
beſt Eyes I have, I can ſee but little Difference between 
theſe Pois Doctors, and our Proteſtant one; who 
ſeems really more abſard than they, in that he wou'd 
make a Propitiation by the Offering only of Bread and 
ine; whereas they imagine the Body and Blood of 
Cunlsr is really and corporally in the holy Sacrament 3 
which, if it were really true, is a juſt Ground for aſſer- 
ting a proper Satisfaction and Propitiation. 

Ters being ſo, I can't but here obſerve, how unrea- 
ſonable holt are dealt with; who, upon Account of 
their withſtanding and oppoſing ſuch Doctrines as this, 
are repreſented as wanting in a due Zeal and Concern 
for the Church of Fng/and. *Tis very certain indeed, (as 
Mr. Tilly tells the Univerſity of Oxford) That We are 
« ſtrangely gone off from our firſt Love to our holy 
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et Mother the Church of England ; and are flidden back. 
« by a perpetual Backſliding, for many Years together; 
<« encouraging one another, and comforting our ſelves, 
«in — down and diſparaging thoſe excellent 
Doctrines of our Religion, upon which our main 
4 Security depends. This he ſays, with Regard to 4 
the Doctrines of Abſolute Paſſive - Obedience, aud Now- Vi 
Re/iftance : But he might with much greater Reaſon Fil 
have complain'd in the Manner he does, in Relation '1 
to thoſe Doctrines that have been {ſpread to corxupt us 
in Principles; by which, in -a ſpeciat Manner we itand 
diſtinguiſh'd from the Papi/ts. The Church of England 48 
undoubtedly a moſt ſound Part of the Chriſtian Church. 
and as far removed from the Corruptions of Popery as any 
in the World: But tis too plain, that there are not 
wanting Men, who under the Pretence of being the moſt 
zealous for that, are making large Advances towards them. 
Tas Supremacy of the Crown is run down and ridi- 
cul'd, in as inſolent a Manner, as can be done even by 
the Papiſts themſelves. . In temporal Matters, they wð ill 
give it a greater Authority than the Conſtitution allows, 
and make thoſe who are only Sebjefs meer Slaves; but 
6 22 to be excus'd from being ſubject to any Power 
on Earth; they o no Head, or Superior, but CHRIST 
in Heaven. And therefore I have often thought theſe 
Gentlemen miſrepreſented, when they are charg d with 
a Deſign of bringing in the Power of the Bi/bop of Rome : 
They cannot certainly have any ſuch Intention; it is 
much ſweeter, and more agreeable, to be ſupreme; that 
is, Popes themſelves. F O 219 
Tuxx again, This Sort of Men agree with the Papiſts 
ih their horrid Luc harit ableneſt; I mean, in unchurching 
almoſt every Body but themſelves. They think their 
Communion is the One Church, out of which there is 
no Salvation: And theſe deny all (except the Papiſts and 
a few Greeks) who are not baptized among us to be 
Chriſtians; ſhut them out of CarrsT's Covenant, and 
account them no better than Heathens. f 
Aup tis obſervable, That while they have been pur- 
a | _ the Diſſenting Prot:ſtants (who agree with us in all 
the Efſentia's of Faith and Worſhip) with much Cla- 
mour and Uncharitableneſs; they have propos d, and 
= E 2 recom- 
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recommended an Accommodation with the HH Church» 
of Fance, and have fairly told the World the Difference 
is not ſo great but it may; be eaſily reconęil e. 

TEIA Doctrines of the Neceſfiry of Abhſolution, and true 
and proper Sacrifices, if they are not Po Doctrines, are 
as like em as can be without being the ſame; and their 
condemning Private Judgment in Matters of Religion,, 


and advaricing the Authority of the Church and Fathers 


to ſuch an exceſſive Height, is introductive of all the 
Errors in the World. The SCRIPTURE. is un- 


ee the only Rule of Truth, a ſufficient Guide 
a 


both in Faith and Practice. As ore excellently ſays; 

The'only Rule of Faith to every Chriſtian is be Derine of 
Chriſt, and that Doctrine as apply d to him by his own 
Underſtanding. In which Matter to preſerve his Un- 
derſtanding from erring he is obligd indeed, at his ut: 

moſt Peril, to lay afide all Vice and all Prejudice, —1 
to make uſe of the beſt Aſſiſtances he can procure; but 


aſterche has done all that can be done, he muſt of Ne- 


ceſſity at laſt underſtand with his own Underſtanding, 
and believe with his own not another's Faith. For 
(whatever has ſometimes been abſurdly pretended to the 
— rv tis evidently as impoſſible in Nature, that in 
theſe things any one Perſon ſhould ſubmit himſelf to an- 
other, às that one Man ſhould ſee or taſte, ſhould live 
or breathe by another. No doubt but great Regard is 
due to the Opinions of the ancient Fathers, and the Go- 
vernours and Paſtors of the Church where we live; 
What they ſay is to be examin'd: with great Reſpect to 


their Characters, and we are not lightly to reject what 


comes recommended to us by ſuch Authority. But we 


muſt ſtill remember that they are not our Rule: They are 


Aſſiſtances in order to our better underſtanding it, but 
they are not the Rule it ſelf. Fathers and Churches 
have heen deceiv'd, but the Word of God is true, and 
abideth for ever. That is à noble Paſſage of the excellent 
Chillingworths, in his Religion of Proteſlants a ſafe Way to 
Salvation. x # By the Religion of Proteftants (ſaith he) 
„ do not underſtand the Doctrine of Luther, or Calvin, 


* 


—— 
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1 or Melanfthon, nor the Confeſſion of Auguſta, or-Genevaz 
nor the 7 nor the ty nt — 
«* Church land, no nor the Harmony nt 
4 2 that wherein 244828 and 
« which they all ſubſcribe with g grea — 
4233 Rule of their Faith and one; 5. that 1s; the 
IB LE. The Bible, I fay the BIBLE par of is 
„che Religion of Proteſtants, Whatſoever elſe they 
believe befides it, and the plain, — e's indu- 
« bitable- Conſequences of it, —— they hold it as 
. Matter of Opinion: But as Matter ov of Ralf and Reli 
gion, neither can they, with Coherence to their own 
* Grounds, believe it themſelves 3 nor require the 
* Belief TT it vob - 96-502 without moſt high and moft 
ſchiſmati tion. I. for —"_— after a lon 
« and (as I — ie ve and impartial 
* of the true Way 'o Bernal neſs, As profeſs ping. 
that I cannor- find any the Sole of my Foot, 
4 but upon Ros — I. ſee plainly, and with 
* mine 'own Eyes, that there are Popes aga inſt Popes, 
« Countile — Councils, ſome Fathers — others, 
the ſame Fathers againſt themſelves, a- Conſent of 
« Fathers of one Age againſt a Conſent of Fathers of 
% another ge —— Church of one Age againſt. the 
. Church o — Traditive Int ons of 
* Scripture — ed, but there are fe or none 
* to Be found. No Tradition, but only of Scripture, 
can derive it ſelf from the Fountain; but ma * 
— eres prov'd either to have been brought in in 
Age after Chriſt, or that in ſuck an Age it 
« — n a Word; there is no ſuffieient 
4 of Seripture only, for any 
«4 This therefore, — this onl 
4 80 believe; this Iwill profeſs, acco ing 
* live, and ret — if — be See 1 * not 
2 gly, but even ly loſe m 0 
2 ea be ſorry that Cn Bled ſhould take it from me. 
„ Propoſe —— — thing out of this Book, and require, 
6 1 Whether believe it or no? And ſeem it never ſo 
incomprehenſible to human Reaſon, I will ſubſcribe it 
„ with Hand and Heart; as knowing no Demonſtration 
perde ſtronger thap this, Gop hath ſaid fo, therefore 
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v jt 2 I» other Arg I will Ws 1 
« berty udgment from him, neither any Man 
& take in 82 me. Till think no Man eee 
4% Man or the worſe Chriſtian, I will love no Man the 
4 leſs, for differing in Opinion from me; and what 
« Meaſure I meet to others, I expect from them again. 
Lam fully affur'd that Gor does not, and therefore 
that Men ought not, to require any more of any Man 
than this, To believe the Scripture to be Gop's Word, 
* to endeavour to find'the true Senſe of it, and to liye 
according to it.” Thus far Mr. Chillmyworth 5 whoſe - 
good old Way is now ſo far from being efteem'd by ſome 
very great Church-men, that they repreſent it as the 
Road to all the Hereſy and Sehiſm in the World. | 
Bur certainly this is the Way of the Church of England, 
who expreſly tells us in the 2oth Article; That the Church 
ought not to enforce any thing to be believed for Neceſſity f 
Salvation, that is not declared in Holy Scripture. And ſo 
far as we go off from this Principle, ſo fir we certainly 
—_ towards Popery. This we have the greater 
Reaſon to take Care of, becauſe for a long time they 
Have been making their ſecret Encroachments upon us, 
as if they would bring us to that by Degrees, which 
could not be propos'd' without Danger all at once. 
The Words of Hoſea concerning Ephraim of old are too 
applicable to us now; Srangers have devoured our Strength, 
and we-know it not 3 yea, grey Hairs are here and there upon 
us, yet we know it not. Tho' the known Enemies of our 
Religion are manifeſtly endeavouring to bring us to an 
Agreement with theirs, yet we have thoſe among us who 
will not know it, but, on the contrary, take great Pains 
to ſuppreſs the Knowledge of it; nay, are ſo zealous in 
that Work, as to improve any Suggeſtion of the leaſt 
- Miſchief from Popery into a form'd Defign againſt 'the - 
Conſtitution of our Church. hed} hey 
So far has this Delufion prevaild, that many who ſet 
up for very zealous Church-men, freely declare they 
would fooner be Papiſts than Preshyterians, by which they 
often mean thoſe they are pleas'd to call Low-Chureh- 
Men. I pray Gov that neither Popery nor Presbytery may 
never get the Aſcendant in this Kingdom : But certainly 
jf we were under a Neceſlity to chuſe one, a Man —f 
under- 


. — 
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underſtood the Principles of each, and had not before a 
good Liking of Popery in his Heart, would hardly make 
that his Choice in ſuch a Caſe. What we are to e 4 
if Popery ſhould prevail, can be a Doubt with none who 
know the Spirit and Principles of that Religion, and 
reflect upon the Terrors of a late Reign; the Remem- 
brance whereof, one would hope, ſhould make it an 
eſtabliſh'd Principle in the Hearts of all true Engliomen, 
That We can never be too watchful againſt the Deſigns and 
e of Popery. But I know not how, thoſe Days 
of Danger and Terror are clean forgotten -by many 
among us; who while they treat the Memory of our 
GLORIOUS DELIVERER with the utmoſt 
Contempt and Indignity, can make themſelves a kind of 
Advocates for the Papiſts, and perſwade the Nation, that 
neither the Encreaſe of Popery at home, nor a Popiſb Pre- 
tender abroad, deſerve our Fear and Regard. 

I Witt conclude this whole Matter with the devout 
Prayer of our Church againſt the Popes of Rome, which 
the Reader may find in the ſecond Part of the Homily 

for Whitſunday 35 not only becauſe I verily believe there 
is as much need of ſuch Interceſſions vow, as there has 
been at almoſt any time fince the Bleſſed R ion 3 but 
alſo that it may appear how different ſome Mens Appre- 
| henfions of Popery are from thoſe of our holy Reformers. 


The Lord of Heaven and Earth defend us from their Tyranny 
and Pride, that they never enter into his Vineyard again, to 
the Diſturbance of his filly poor Hock; but that they may ut- 
terly be confounded and put to Flight in all Parts of the World. 
And He of hs great Mercy to work in all Mens Hearts, by the 
mighty Power of the Holy Ghoſt, that the comfortable Goſpel 
of his Son Chriſt may be truly preach'd, truly receiv'd, and 
truſy follow'd in all Places, to the beating down of Sin, Death, 
the Pope, the Devil, and all the Kingdom of Antichrift 5 that 
like ſcatter d and diſpers'd Sheep, being at length gather'd into 
one Fold, we may in the End reſt all together in the Boſom of 
Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, there to be Partakers of Eternal 
and Everlaſting Life, thro the Merits and Death of Jeſs 
Chriſt onr Saviour. Amen, 
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SECT. V. The“ thoſe call Low-Charch-Men do be- 
lieus the Church of England to be a ſound aud noble 
Brauch of the Catholick Church, yet they have 6 Notion 
of its being ſo abſolutely pere, as to admit of no Amend - 

ment in any Inſtance; and therefore were never againſt 
 makingiſome Alterations, in Order to a Comprehenſion, 

be Reconciling the wiſer and better Sort of the Dil- 

enters 20 us. N 


_'I'Know this Part bf their Character has been repte-_ 
ſented as the moſt vile and execrable that can be gi- 
ven of 'a Man. The famous Doctor has taken much 
Pains to dreſs it up in various and very frightful Colours. 
He calls the Comprehenſion * 4 The noble Defign of Arch- 
u biſhop Tillorſon, in the Beginning of the laſt Revolu- 
<« tion, to, bring in all Diſſenters upon the ſame Bottom 
a withakat.of the Cherch of England; which was to be 
«« done (he ſays) by altering, circumciſing and aboliſh- 
"« ing it$'Rubrick; Lturg y and Canons, to have eftabliſh'd 
et the 'Low-Church 'Farty, upori their own univerſal and 
. comprehenſive Principles. And, in his Srmor at. 
St. Paul's, he tells us; F The A wert Adverſaries © 
"« our Church were to be let into her Bowels under the 
holy Umbrage of Sons, who neither believd her Faith, 
« own'd her Miſſion, ſubmitted to her Diſcipline, or com- 
a pe with her Lirzargy. For the admitting of this 
44 Trojan Horſe, big with Arms and Ruin, into our holy 
4 City, the ſtrait Gate was to be laid quite open, her Walls 
-< and Encloſures to be pull'd down, and a high Road 
d made in upon her Communion; her Articles to be 
« taught the Confuſion of all Nations, Senſes and Lan- ; 
„ puages.—----- This pious Deſign of making our Houſe 'Þ 
<< of Prayer a Den of Thieves, of reforming bur Church 
« into a Chaos, is well known to have been attempted 
« ſeveral times in this Kingdom, and lately within our 
Memory, when all things ſeem'd to favour it, but 
« that good Providence which ſo happily interpos'd 


| 4 Charafter of « Low-Church-man, þ. 11. f Page 16. 
* It ſcems he is one of thoſe that think the Proteſtant Diſs & 
ſenters-worle than the Papiſts. N 
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* 2painſt the Ruin of our Church, and blaſted the long 
10 mpg? Schemes of theſe Eceleſtaſtical Achitophels.” 

Tuts is the Repreſentation that this bold Man (as the 
Biſhop of Linton very truly calls him) was pleas'd to 
make of one of the beſt Works that a true Lover of aur 
Church can be employ'd in. For as thoſe who diſſent 
from us are a very conſiderable Body of Men, and, how- 
ever miſtaken in ſome things, hearty Friends to the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt, certainly it muſt be acknowledg'd a very 
defirable thing that they were perfectly united with us, 


if ſuch à Union cou'd be effected by ſome little Alte- 


uy. A tf; op | 
Now *tis certain that in order to bring this about, no- 


thing was intended that can juſtly be eſteem'd prejudicial 


to the Conſtitution of our Church; nothing indeed but 


what wou'd have render'd it more perfect, and therefore 
nothing but what were heartily to be wiſh'd, if there 
were not a Diflenter among us. The only thing deſign d, 


as one who very well kneiv tells us, & was to improve, and 


if poſſible to enforce our Diſcipline ; to review and enlarge 


our Liturgy, by c_ of ſome things, by adding of 


others; and, if it ſhou 


ſome few, Ceremonles, confeſs'd to be indifferent in their 
Natures, as indifferent in their Uſag?, ſo as not to be ne- 


ceſſarily obſerv'd by thoſe who made a Scruple of them, 


till they ſhould be able to overcome either their Weak- 


neſſes or Prejudices, and be willing to comply with them. 


And what Hurt would ſuch an Alteration as this do the 
Church of England ? Wherein woyld the Canons ſuffer, 
3f thoſe already made ſhould be more ſtrongly enforc d 3 


arid ſome new ones added, for the Reformation of Man- 


ners, for the better puniſhing notorious Offenders, and 
to render our Public Diſcipline more ſtrict and ſevere? 


This we have been wiſhing for ever fince the Reformation 3 


What Harm. would it do the Church were it now ef- 
fected? Or how would our excellent Liturgy be the worſe, 
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* Fee the Piſhop of Lats Speech upon Dr. Sacheverel's 
Impeachment. x e 
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d be, thought adviſable by Au- 
thority, when this Matter ſhould come to be legally con- 
fider'd, firſt in Convocation, then in Parliament, by leaving 
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if a few. more 7 Expreſſions were chang'd for plainer 
aud clearer; and a Faſſage or two, which however capa- 
ble of a juſt Defence, yet in many Caſes ſeem harſb to 
ſome even of our own Communion, were either wholly 
left at Liberty in ſuch Caſes to be omitted altogether, or 
be ſo qualify'd, as to remove all Exceptions againſt them 
in any Caſe. If ſuch Coll:#s as are not yet adapted to the 
Feſiruals or Goſpels to which they belong, were made more 
full and appoſitę to both; if ſome of the Occaſional Of- 
fices were Lularg d, and new ones added; if, for Example, 
there were a greater Variety of Prayers, Pſalms and Leſjons, 
appointed by Authority, inſtead of the Compoſitions of 
private Perſons, now. neceflarily to be us'd for the Viſita- 
tion of the Sick ; and new Forms compoſed; for the Uſe of 
Priſoners for Debt, or Crimes, for the greater Solemnity of 
recerving Proſelytes, of reconciling Penitents, of caſting noto- 
tious Offenders out of it. It is only /xch Alterations as 
theſe, that the Low-Church-men deſire, or ever attempted 
to make. They defire no Alterations but in things de- 
clar d to be alterab/: by the Church it ſelf ; contending 
with as true a Zeal, as thoſe that charge them with the 
Want of it, for the Doftrine; Government and W orſ9:þ of 
the Church of England, in all the ſubſtantial Parts of them. 
In Matters indeed merely circumſtantial, they think 
that ſomething may, and ſhould be conceded to thoſe 
who diſſent, tho? unreaſonably, from us. Here, *tis true, 
it would be well if our Brethren would confider, and learn 
16 much Moderation and Humility, as to believe that ſome- 
thing might be yielded to their Governours, and to the 
Opinions of thoſe that differ from them; and nov com- 
plain of the Stiffneſs of others, when they themſelves 
are ſtiff and untractable: Yet if that be not to be gain'd, 
*twauld be noble to begin and try; and if there be any 

thing, the amending of which would make our Conſti- 
tution more unexceptionable ; if any thing ſo indifferent, 

that the leaving it out would not make it worſe; if a 

thing that being remov'd would not ſhake the Founda- 
tion, nor corrupt either the Purity or Decency of: our 
Worſhip, it would be no Diſgrace to give it up, for as 
much Peace as it would purchaſe. It would be an Ho- 
nour on ſuch Conditions. to ceaſe from Strife 5 and be- 
ing firſt pure, then to be peaceable and gentle, or mode- 
rates 
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nate. This is very agreeable to the Temper of the Church 
of England, which in the Preface to the Liturgy declare 
That Rites and Ceremonies are in their own Nature * 
and changeable, according to the Variety of Times and Oc- 
caſions. os wo 
Now methinks a Man who himſelf conforms to the 
Publick Conſtitution, and ſtands thus charitably diſpos d 
towards ſuch as diſſent from it, might be allow'd a very 

ood Member of a Church, that no where requires Subs 
criprion to its PERFECTION, or any Deen 
againſt eyer conſenting to ſuch ALTERATIONS, 
as his Superiours ſhall think neceſſary: But, on the con- 
trary, laments every Year, in a folemn manner, * the 
Want of that godly Diſcipline which was in the Primizive 
Church, and declares it is heartily to be wiſh'd it might 
be reſtor'd in our dun. | | | 

Nay, I will venture to go farther, and affirm, that if 
a Man have fram'd his Opinions ſo, as to think meanly 
of the Publick Service of the eſtabliſh'd Church, in com- 
pariſon of the Ways of Worſhip ſet up in Oppoſition to 
it, (which can hardly proceed from any thing but EAu- 
cat ion and Cuſtom) yet # for the Sake of Peace and Unity, 
he continue in the Communion of the Church, he ate 
therein like a wiſe and good Man, and is fo far fron 
deſerving to be reviled, that he deſerves the highefi 
Commendation : For tis not poſſible for Men to be in 
all things of one Mind; but in the midſt of that Va- 
riety of Opinion, they may, and ſtill ought to Jars 
not only a Unity of Affection, but a Unity of Commu- 
nion; and indeed the one is a great Help to, the other, 
Tis too viſible how Mens ſeparating from one another 
in flames their Spirits, and alienates their Affections. Indeed 
it ſhould not, it ought not to be ſo; and I do not think 
it always is ſo. Some there are, that amidſt our different 
Modes of Worſhip, know how to maintain the Spirit 
and Practice of . and Charity, and mutual For- 
bearance. But of how ſmall Importance is this to be 
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ſee how much Heat and Violence is entirely owing to our 


Religious Diſtinctions; and what a Handle they giye, 
as well to deſigning Men at home, as to our profeſs d E- 
nemies abroad, to enflame us one againſt another, and to 


make us the Inſtruments of their Defigns ? This makes it 


highly reaſonable and neceſſary, that however we may 
diſlike ſome things in the publick Conſtitution, and ear- 
neſtly wiſh them amended, yet we ſhould not ſeparate 
our ſelves from it, pro.ided we may be admitted to 
Communion, without declaring any Aſent and Conſent 
contrary to our own Opinion. For *tis not the differing 
in lefler Opinions that docs ſo much Miſchief to the 
Chriſtian Church, as the ſeparating and dividing for them, 
which naturally occaſions the Breach of that Love and 
Unity of Affection, that ought to be preſery'd among all 
CarrsT's Diſciples. | | 

AnD therefore I have often thought what a vaſt Mit 
chief thoſe do rhe Church of Eng/ava, who will not admit 
a Man to be a true and zealous Member of it, if he differ 
in the leaſt Punctilio from That which is the eſtabliſh'd 
Opinion; nay, it he only ſcruple what is commonly re- 
ceiv'd, tho' it be no more declar'd to be the Judgment 
of the Church than what he holds himſelf. I have of- 
ten heard a wiſe and good Man, and zealous Member of 
the Church, repreſented as a Diſſenter, only for holding 
ſome Opinions which hey zealouſly affect, and concern- 
ing which the Church hath not determin'd any thing, or 
for agreeing with them in ſome Practice left by that alike 
indifferent.” Whereas that does no more conclude a Man 
a Diſſenter, than a Diſſenter's agreeing with the eſtabliſh'd 
Church in ſome things, common to them both, makes 
him a Chureh- man. That which is the diſtinguiſbng Cha- 
racter of a Diſſenter (in a Senſe blameable) is his 8 E- 
PARAT ING on Account of the Opinions he has ta- 
ken up, which another may very ſeriouſly entertain, and 
yet be a very excellent Member of the Church of England. 
For a Man may not perhaps be able to juſtify to himſelf 
every particular Thing or Uſage in a Church, and may 
in his pr vate Life agree with thoſe that ſeparate from it; 
but yet ſo long as ke does not join with them in their 
Separation, but ſuffers the Conſiderations of Peace and 
ity to prevail for his continuing in the Communion of 
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the Church, he ought to be accounted a very good Mem- 
ber of it. I'muſt confeſs I think the Caſe of ſuch Men 


very hard : Fcr if they ſeparate, on Account of their, 


Scruples, they are pronounc'd damm d for Schiſmaticks 5 
and if they conform with never fo much Sincerity, they 
will then be call'd falſe Brethren, and left with the Devil 
and his Angels. TI 

I Do not fay theſe things that I think there is now any 
confiderable Number of People in the Church of England 
who are determin'd to Contrary, only upon this Ac- 
count. Once indeed there was many who ſcrupled ſeve- 
ral things in our Conſtitution, did not think it lawful 
to ſeparate from us, for them, but liv'd in conſtant Com- 
munon with the Church, and freely blam'd thoſe who 
departed from it. And the Example of theſe Men has 


been urg d as an Argument to encline our preſent Diflen- 


ters to the ſame Practice. But methinks it ſeems plain 
that thoſe who urge it, wou'd be very much diſpleas d if 
they ſhou'd be perſwaded by it. Their Behaviour to a 
great Number of very excellent Members of the Church 
that conform upon other Principles, makes this very evi- 
dent. We ſhou'd then have a double Clamour of the 
Vipers in our Poſem, and the Falſe Brethren that are crept 
in among us, with a Deſign to blow us all up. 

Bur certainly this is very unc hriſt an Behaviour, how- 
ever Polirick it may be thought; it is very far from that 
Forbearance of one auot her in Love, and receiving thoſe that 
are weak, in the Faith, which the Scripture recommends, 
as a Means to preſerve the Peace, and Unity of the 
Church of CHRIST. Good Men may differ in, their Ap- 
prehenſions of Things, but they ought to bear with ong 


another, even when they are miſtaken, | 


HERE I cannot but obſerve the Temper of the 24mi- l 


rable Chillinguorth: He ſcrupled ſomething indeed in the 
39 Articles, but did not th ink That a ſufficient Cauſe to 
divide from the Church. * « For the Church of England 
* (ſays he) Jam perſwaded that the Doctrine of it is ſo 
60 pary and orthodox, that whoſoever believes it and 
F< 


— oy 21 2 


* Preface to Religion of Proteſ ante, a ſafe Way, &c. F 
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ives according to it, undoubtedly he ſhall be ſaved; 
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« and that there is no. Error in which may neceſſitate 
« gr warrant any Man to diſturb the Peace, or renounce 
-« the Communion of it. And in this Senſe he declar'd 
Himſelf ready to ſubſcribe the Articles. Now, what 
frightful Repreſentations of very excellent Perſons have 
been made among us, only upon ſome ſuch Account? 
And yet I doubt not but it may be made appear beyond 
any reaſonable Contradiction that That is x C1 only Senſe 

in which the Church requires any Subſcription at all. 
Axp this was the Temper of our Reformers, particu- 
larly of that young Jeſiab, in whom there were ſo many. 
bod things towards the Lord God of Iſrael, in the Houſe of 
Jeroboam. This is evident in the known Caſe of the 
i/bop and Martyr Hooper. He had ſome Scruples about the 
Lawfu'neſs of the epiſcopal Veſtments then in Uſe, which 
he refus'd to wear. And therefore King Edward and the 
Council directed Cranmer to diſpence with him in that 
Matter. Indeed he refus'd todo fo, alledging that while 
the Law continu'd in force, he cou'd not do it, without 
incurring a Premunire. But the great Conteſt was with 
Ridly Biſhop of London, who concern'd himſelf very zea- 
Jouſly in this Matter; till at laſt a Priſon made Hooper and 
him very good Friends. * * The Senſe they had of thoſe 
« Differences when they were preparing for another 
* World, and that bitter Paſſage thro A, they were 
te to go to it, ought to inſpire all others with more mo- 
„ derate Thought in fuch Matters. I can't here for- 
bear to tranſcribe a part of Ridly's Letter to Hooper, both 
b-ing then Priſoners for the Sake of the Goſpel. «© My 
* dearly beloved and Fellow-Elder whom I reverence in 
* the Lord Foraſmuch as underſtand by your Works, 
te which I have butſuperficially ſeen, that we throughly 
ce agree and wholly conſent together in thoſe Things 
* which are the Grounds and ſubſtantial Points of our Re- 
&« ligion, againſt the which the World ſo furiouſly rageth 
$ intheſe our Days, howſoeverin time paſt, in certain By- 
* Matters, and Circumſtances of Religion, your Wiſdom 
„% and my Simplicity, I grant, hath a little jarr'd, each 
* of us following the Abundance of his own Senſe and 
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# Biſhop Burnet's Abridgment of the Hiſtory of Reformation, 
N Judgment; 
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% Judgment: Now I ſay, be you aſſur'd that even with 
* my whole Heart, Gop is my Witgeſs in the Bowels of 

„ Canis, I love you in the Truth and for the Truths 
* Sake, which abideth in us, and as I am perſwaded 
& ſhall by the Grace of Gop abide in us for evermore. 

I Am not here giving the leaſt Countenance or Encdu- 
ragement to thoſe (if there be any ſuch) who take upen 
them to diſpence with themſelves, as to thoſe Ceremo- 
nies, and Uſages that are eftabliſh'd by Law, and which 
they have given their Conſent to the Uſe of. For cer- 
tainly Cranmer and Ridly were in the right in inſiſting on 
Hooper's Compliance. For the Uſe of thoſe Veſtmenta # 
being 3 by Law, and made part of the Eſtabliſh- ot 
ment by the univerſal Conſent, nothing but the ſame 
Conſent could take them away again. | | 

Bur that which Iaim at is to ſhew; that we © not 
to ſet a greater value upon ſuch Things than they deſerve 5 
but ſhould con ſider them as they are, that is, ky-Matzers,, 
and Circumftances of Religion, (as the good Martyr calls {11 

them) and be ready to give them up, when the greater «xi 
Good of the Church requires it, and Superiors pleaſe far 
to determine: And that a Man may be very far from de- 
ſerving Reproach, who, tho' he have ſome Prejudices | 

againſt ſeveral things eſtabliſh'd by Law, yet ſuffers the 1 
3 of Peace and Unity to over- rule them3 41 

: 


and, (with this bleſſed Martyr Hooper) wiſely complies 
with thoſe Ceremonies which if he had been left to his | 
Choice, he wou'd rather have forborn. | $ 
T: I SYALL leave this Head with only deſiring the Reader x2 | 

to compare the Temper of theſe Holy Martyrs, with the 7 
Spirit which prevails among thoſe, who wou'd now be 
Neem d the only Friends of the Church of England: And 
is then let him judge if they have a better Title to that Chas 

tacter, than thoſe they are pleas'd to call Low-Church-men, 
who are father diſtinguiſh'd, in that, | 


SE CT. VI. They think it agreeable both to Særitrure and 
Reaſon, that thoſe that diſſent from us ſhould be treated 41 
with Temper and Moderation. | 6% 0 
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+ Ir cannot be deny'd, but that they are as truly con- 
cern'd at the Diviſions which are. among us, as any of 


: 
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their fierce Brethren; and it muſt be own'd too, that 
they uſe their beſt Endeavours to heal and compoſe them. 


This they think may be beſt done by Mildneſs, and Mo- 


deration. Now becauſe a very rude: Clamour has been 
rais'd againſt Moderation, as if it were an _ to de- 
troy the Church, it will be the more neceſſary that-I 


tell, as panty as can be what we mean by it. In order 


to which it will not be neceſſary to mention the ſeveral 
Senſes in which the #ord may be underſtood ; it is ſuf- 


ficient to ſay that all the Moderation they contend for, 


is the treating thoſe who Aer oe us in ſuch a Manner as 
becomes Men and Chriſtians, and is neceſſary in Order to encline 
them to unite with us, They do not go about to abate any 
Man's Zeal for the Church, ſo it be govern'd by Knowledge 
and D/ſcretion, without which (as will appear preſently) 
it will do the Church more Hurt than Good. 

Tax tell the Diſſenters that nothing but a Conſcieuce, 
which they have taken all due Pains to inform, ought to 
krep them from a conſtant and hearty Communion with 
the Eſtabliſhment; But if after the Uſe of all due Means 

r the informing a Man's Conſcience aright, he cannot 
bring himſelf to believe thoſe things to be lawful, or 
neceſſary which are requir'd of him; they dare not ſay 
but that tis then as much his Duty to ſeparate as tis to be 
an honeſt and fincete Man, as it is not to act againſt his 
Conſcienee. And tis certain that ſuch a Separation can 
never deſerve thoſe hard Words that are ſo frequently 


beſtow d upon it; nor can Men who have the ſame Faith, 


the ſame Hope of their Calling, the ſame Lord, the fame God 


and Father with us, and only differ in things of no great 
Concern, reaſonably be efteem'd worſe than the molt cor- 


rußt Part of the Chriſtian Church, or in the ſame Condition 
with Mahometans, Heathens, and Infidels. 


— 


Tus is far from that Spirit which Chriſtianity enjoins, 


and, where it hath its due Influence, will certainly 
inſpire. As that will teach us to be zealouſly con- 
cern d for thoſe things which are the eſſential Parts, and 
Duties of Religion, fo it will direct us to contend even 
for them with that Meekneſs of Wiſdom that becomes the 
Diſciples of the diſpaſſionate Jeſus. But then if Men do 
agree with us in all that is eſſential to Religion, and dif- 
fer only about ſome Circumſtances, and Appendages of it; 

2 we 


* 
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we may endeayour to make them of our Minds, but muſt 

y no Means revile them if they be not. Variety of 
Opinions, while the Main of Religion is ſecur'd, can 
never deſerve much of our Zeal and Concern; to be 
fure *twill never juſtify Violence and ill Uſage, towards 
thoſe that differ from us. When once we come to ſee 
the Beauty of Holineſs, to underſtand what we ought 
chiefly to mind arid eſteem, to be heartily in Love with 
folid Goodneſs, we ſhall heartily love and value one 
another; chiefly for Goodneſs Sake ; and theri Matters of 
little Import will break no Friendſhip. Tho? we do 
differ from one another, upon Account of ſeverai Opini- 
ons, yet if a fincere and unaffected Piety appear amo 
us, this will out-weigh all other Confiderations, an 
Cauſes of Diſlike ; whe ſure twill prevent all unchari- 
table Cenſures, and unchriſtian Revilings. 

Nox indeed, has a fierce and wrathful Way of treat- 
ing thoſe that diſſent from us, any more of good Policy, 
than of Chriſtianity in it: For if we have any Defi 
to bring them to our Opinion, to deal mildly and gently 
with them; is the moſt likely Method to effect it. Con- 
verts are not now to be made, nor ever were, by Vio- 
lence and Heats; but by the Influence of Gop's good 
Spirit, and by Gentleneſs, Sobriety, by ſoft Language, 
and hard Arguments; and good Senſe. For 'tis certain 
that Prejudice is the great Cauſe of moſt of the Errors 
that are in the World ; and the greater Part of People 
are miſtaken, becauſe they will not give Truth a ir 
— Now both Reaſon and Experience ſhews us, 
that nothing is ſo apt to gain upon a Man, and take 


His Prejudices, as good Words and fair Dealing. If we 


wou'd perſwade a Man to any Thing, the ready Way 
to do it, is firſt to get his Love and good Opinion : We 
may then propoſe the Arguments De Truth at a very 
you Advantage; the Man is then pliableand will hear- 

en to Reaſon ; and, perhaps, will be glad if he can 
ſo far oblige us as to be of our Opinion. 

Bur now, if we deal roughly, and give hard Words, 
Men preſently look upon us as their Enemies, and throw 
away all we can ſay; without confidering ; and all the 
Effect is, they hate us the more, and the Truth for our 
Sakes, And indeed, with ) 228 Reaſon can any Man 


expect 


. 
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expect thoſe Counſels ſhou'd be effectual, which are 
deliver'd in ſuch a Way as to argue a Hatred, and Con- 
tempt of the Perſons whom we wou' d perſwade? Did we 
ever know-any Man brought over to the Chureh by this 
wrathful boiſterous Way? Does it not rather alienate 
Men's Minds, and ſet them at a further Diſtance from 
us? While Men forſake the Merits of the Cauſe, and 
fall to-railing and diſparaging Men's Perfons, and ſcrap- 
ing together all the Ill that can be-ſaid of them; inſtead 
of reconciling them to the Church, they blow the Coals 
of Contention; they ſo imbitter and envenom the Diſ- 
Fans that it rankles into incurable Diſtaſtes and Aver- 
ou. f 4 4 
Av then it ought to be conſider'd, That theſe mean 
Arts of expoſing Men's Perſons, to diſparage their Opi- 
nions, are very unworthy of the Dignity of our Pro- 
feſſion; and moſt of all, unbecoming the Sacredneſs, 
and Venerableneſs of what we contend for. To endea- 
vour the Healing of thoſe Breaches that are in the Church 
of CnRisr, is not a light Matter, fit to be handled in a 
Ipotting, ludicrous Manner, or in a wrathful and un- 
in le One. A good Man will make Conſcience of 
medling with our Diviſions, in a Way fit only to inflame - | 
them. When he ſets himſelf to treat on ſuch a melan- 
choly Subject, he will confider it as a Matter of vaſt 
Importance, and what requires his utmoſt Care, that 
it be not manag'd in a Way unbecoming him, as a Man 
and a Chriſtian: For the Wrath of Man, worketh not the 0 We 
Righteouſneſs of GOD 3 that is, it doth not need our 

ſinful Paſſions, our ie and Calumnies to promote it. 

They (whatever Men think) are no fit Inſtruments to pro- 

mote the Intereſt of Trutn and Godlineſs. 

Bor if hard Words can't be juſtify'd, much leſs can 
Perſecution and Oppreſſion, A Man has a natural Right to 
Liberty of Conſcience, which no Body can deprive him of; 
and there can be no Reaſon for reſtraining it; except _ 
where Men's Principles tend to the Deſtruction of the 
Civil State. Our bleſſed Lon p compelbd no Man to be of 
hy Religion; nor has He given Authority to any Men on 
Earth to oblige People to be of theirs, Perſecution, Force, 
and Violence, meerly on the Account of Religion, is as 


contrary” 


contrary to the Genius of the Goſpel, as Light to Dark- 


_ neſs. 


Tuts is a Truth which comes with that ſhining Evi- 
dence and Conviction, that all Parties do now declare 
themſelves agreed in it; even * thoſe who have given 


too much Reaſon to believe their Want of Inclination, 


oceeds from Want of Power, do now declare againſt 

erſecution. l | 

Tris Part then of a Low-Charch-man's Character, that 
he is againſt all Force and Violence, in Matters purely 
Rel gious; being challeng'd by thoſe that expoſe them 
for the other: I have only to add, That as in the Na- 
ture of the Thing, Mildneſs and Moderation, is the 
moſt likely Means to do good upon thoſe that diſſent 
from us; ſo in Experience, it has been found highly 
ſerviezable to that good End. I defire any one to te 
me, who hath been — to the Love and Communi- 


on of the Church, by the Methods of 3 and Re- 


viling? But *tis eaſy to point out many that have been 
„ pr on to lay afide their Prejudices, and leave the 
ehaviour. 


moderate 


the Danger of the Church of Eug and, from Men of theſe 
Principles? A Man, unacquainted with the State of 
Things, or the Tempers of the Men who made this 


Noiſe, wou'd have verily thought, that the Reverend 


Biſhops were all to be baniſbd and proſerib'd, and their 
Lands to be ſold, and diſtributed among the Presbyteri- 
ans. If one would have given Credit to what was ſo 


loudly bellow'd out at that Time, he muſt have been 


— — 


— 
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* See Dr. Sacheverel' Character of a Low-Church- 
Man.---- Perils of Falſe Brethren. and eſperially, Politi- 
cal Union, preach'd ten Years ago, in which are theſe Words, 
ſpeaking of the Diſſenters: Againſt whom, every Man that 
wiſhes well to our Church, ought to hang out the 
BLOODY Flag, and Banner of Defiance, p. 23. He aday, 
Page 24. If their Numbers and Quality are ſo great, 
that the Government muſt ENDURE them— Poor Man 
fe ſeems to wiſh it wo not. 
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ay of 21 by calm reaſoning and a gentle and 


Axp yet what a Noiſe and Clamour have we had of 


U—U— ——— — 
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really perſwaded, that there w-re Rufnans hir'd to cut 
the Throats of ali the Cathedral Men; or at leaſt, that the 
AB of Uniformity was going to be repea!'d, and the Diredto- 
to ſucceed in its Room; and that all the Churches and 
n were to be pull d down to afford Materials for 
erecting Meet ing-Houſes. The Clamour was as fierce, as if 
all, or the greater Part of this, was really intended; when 
notwithſtanding, all the Worla knows, — was no more 
Deſigns againſt the Church, than there is now, but very 
much to the contrary. Did they who made this Noiſe, 
tell us of one Injury done to the Church of England? Was 
any Part of its Doctrine, or Diſcipline encroach'd upon? 
Was any Part of its Revenues or Incomes taken away? 
Were not the Laus and Judges as favourable to it as ever? 
Were not the Biſkops as much reſpected, and poſſeſs d 
of as. much Power and Credit, as at any 'Time fince 
the Reformation? Did any traduce and villify our wor- 
thy Prelates, except thoſe who were the Authors of this 
Clamour ? In ſhort, did thoſe, from whom this Danger 
was pretended, write, preach, or publiſh any Thing in 
favour of the Diflenters ? No, they only treated them 
civilly, and as became Men and Chridlians, All the 
Favour that was ſhew'd them, was only from the Prin- 
ciples of Humanity, Charity, and good Policy ; without * 
any Deſign to exalt them, or to depreſs, much leſs, de- 
wot the Church; but on the contrary, to diſpoſe them, 
by the wiſeſt and beſt Methods could be thought on, to 
unite with the Church, that ſo we might be one Body 
firmly compacted together. x 
Bur the Truth is, it is too viſible, ſome Men can ne- 
ver be quiet, as long as there is a Moderat Man left in the 
Church. They will, perhaps, pretend to admire and 
commend the Moderation of the Church of England 3 and ; 
yet are ever declaiming againſt Moderation in thoſe that 
conform to it, whether they be Clergy or Laity. And re- 
ally, if by Moderation, were meant a — Neutraliy in 
Re igion; if Men were perſwaded to be moderately Honeſt, 
Sober and Vertuous, as theſe People love to repreſent the 
Cafe, in Order to expoſe Moderation; it wou'd then be 
what no good Man cou'd endeavour to promote, Or, if 
by Moderation, were meant a Diſregard to the Peace and * 
Unity of the Church, or a ſlighting our Obligations to 


continue 
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continue in the Communion of it; or, once more, if 

Moderation, were intended a Diſpoſition of Mind, un- 
fix'd and undetermin'd, in Matters of Religion; and a 
Readineſs to yield up our ſelves. to any Sect or Party, 
where our Intereſt and Humour wou'd carry us; it 
. wou'd then be what cou'd, by no Means, become a good 
Chuych-man. But when by Moderation, we really mein, 
only an aſſerting our own. Principles with due emper, 
and a juſt Reſpect to the Perſons with whom we kon- 
tend; the proportioning our Zeal to the Value and 
Worth of cke hings about which we differ: The being 
ready to make — — in Things, that being in- 


different in themſelves, may, according to their Circum- 


ſtances, be either good or evil: And the loving and 
eſteeming the Perſons of thoſe, whoſe Principles differ 


from our own, according to the Degrees of true Piety we . 


ſee in them: This is a truly Chriſizau Moderation, and ſuch 
as we need not be aſham'd to make kiniotn unte all Men. 
IL. W1LL conclude this whole Matter, with the Words 
of the Great Archbiſhop Tillotſon, relating to this Subs 
Je : Speaking of Biſhop Wilkins, he ſays, * « I purpoſe- 
ly mention his Moderation, and likewiſe adventure to 
« commend him for it: Notwithſtanding that this Ver- 
i tue, ſo much eſteem'd and magnify d by wiſe Men in 
all Ages, hath of late been declaim'd againſt with fo 
« much Zeal and Fierceneſs, and yet with that good 
„ Grace and Confidence, as if it were not only no Ver- 
„tue, but even the Sum and Abridgement of all Vices. 
« I fay, notwithſtanding all this, I am ſtill of the old 
« Opinion, that Moderation is a Vertue, and one of the 
& peculiar Ornaments and Advantages of the excellent 
4 Conſtitution of our Church, and muſt at laſt be the 
« Temper of her Members, eſpecially the Clergy, if 
« eyer we ſeriouſly intend the firm Eſtabliſhment of 
« this Church, and do not induſtriouſly deſign, by the 
« cheriſhing Heats and Divſions among our ſelves, to 
« let in Popery at theſe Breaches. 
AxornEx Thing by which ſome have been pleaſed 


to diſtinguiſh a Low-Church-man, is, 


— 


1 


ä — 


: neden 26 B; ilkins's Sermons, 
nnen anGT; vil 


* 
Ts» a3 an 
2 = — CO _ * 


54 The Principles of the Low-Church-met | 


- SECT. VII. His refuſing to comply with the Mode, u 
much in Uſe, of Bowing towards the Altar (as tis calPd). 
awhen he comes into the Church, or at the Recital of the 
Creeds, or other Parts of Divine Worſhip. 


Now, I take it, that which diſtinguiſhes a true Son 
of the Church of England from all others, is his forming 
his Principles, and taking the Meaſures of his Behaviour, 
from the Rule that our Church her ſelf has laid down 
for his Direction, in her Articles, Homilies, Liturgy, Ru- 
brick and Canons. This, as grounded on Scripture, our 
great Rule, is the Path that our Conſtitution has mark*'d 
out; and as they who walk in it, i. , who worſhip 
Gov, and obey their Superiors, in fuch a Manner as 
theſe preſcribe, are truly Church-men 3 fo the reſt, who 
deviate from the Rule, on either Side, haye no Title 
to that Name. They that will not come «þ to it, are 
Diflenters on the one Side; and if any go beyond it, chey 
are Diſſenters on the other; i. e. both of them differ 
in their Principles and Practices from the eſtabliſh'd 
Rules of the Church. 

Tus is ſo plain and evident, that it muſt be confeſs'd 
on all Hands; for which Reaſon, I took it for granted 
in the Entrance to this Diſcourſe, and in the ſeveral 
Points conteſted between thoſe call'd Low-Church-men and 
others, (which have already paſgd Examination:) I 
bave ſhew'd that the Low-Churc -men, have the Church 
it {elf clearly on their Side. Let us examine the Things 
now under Debate, by the ſame Rule: Some Men, we 
know make a mighty Buſtle about calling the Communi- 
on-Table an Altar, and making a profound Congee, or 
Reverence towards it, when they come into the Church, 
or repeat the Creeds, and other Parts of the publick Wor- 
ſhip. But where do they find any hint or mention of 
theſe Things in the Canons, Rubricks, Rituals, or any 
publick authentick Inſtrument of the Church? Now 
fince this Practice of Bowing towards the Communion- 
Table, is no where enjoin'd by the Book of Common-Prayer, 
it is therefore expreſly forbidden, by the Ad of Uniformiy : 
For that declares, That “ No Rites or Ceremonies ſhall be 
$ openly us'd in any Church or Chappel, or other Flick 
0 REL cf: | lic 
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« lick Place of Worſhip, or in any College or Hall in 
« either of the Univerſities, the Colleges of Weſtmin- 
« fter, Wincheſter, or Eaton, or any of chem, other than 
« what is PRESORIBED and APPOINTED to be us'd; 
« in and by the Common-Prayer-Book , &c. a 
As to the Name of Altar, which they give to the Com- 
munion- Table, it is not to be found in our Liturgy. * In 


the fir} Communion-Book, that Name was indeed made 
uſe of; not to countenance the Notion ef the Sacraments 


being a Propitiatory Sacrifice ( which ſeems intended 
— Who — Ava — a Stir for it) but — 
was celebrated with Thankſgiving and Praiſe; as ap- 
ars from the Reaſons for making an Alteration in that 
tter, mention'd before. | 
I Am not io void of Reaſon as to think it neceſſary, 
to decline calling the Lord's-Table an Altar; I know it 
may be call d ſo in a Metaphorical and | Figurative Senſe: 
But fince the doing this, is manifeſt] fign'd for a 
Means of advancing a Doctrine that 5 very near Ap- 
proaches towards Popery, I think it full as well to ke 
to the Name that is afſign'd it, both by our Church, 
the Holy Scriptures. We have no Reaſon to give encou- 
ragement to a Doctrine, that wou'd corrupt us in the 
main Point of Chriſtianity : If theſe Men did not think 
to ſerve themſelves of the Name of Altar; if they did 
not imagine they ſhould convey their Doctrine with it, 


they would hardly make ſuch a Buſtle for it. I wiſh 


their Caſe, and thoſe of whom old Biſhop Latimer 
2 be not alike. It ſeems ſome of the Pepifie, at 
that Day, pretended they wou'd be againſt the old Do. 


. Qrrine of Purgatory, as it Was abuſed to very bad Purpoſes; 


but they were for retaining ſomething very like it, which 
ſhou'd go by theſame Name. © No, (ſays the good old 
« Biſhop) let both go together; for they ſeem heartily 
« to love the old Thing, that thus earneftly endeavour 
« themſelves to — old Name. They wou'd not 


* ſet an Hair by the Name, but for the Thing: They 


« be not ſo ignorant (no they be crafty) but that they 


© 
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* In the Reign of Edward the VL 
| Latumer's Sermon before the Con vocation. | 
% know, 
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10 Nee, if the Name come again, the Thing will come 
« atter. ” | | | . 
Bur if any pleaſe to call it an Altar, and muſt be ſo 
very modiſh as to bow towards it; yet for Shame let not 
the Scrutiny of à Church-man be made by a few Terms and 
Uſages, that have not the leaſt Countenance from the 
Church; but are only the Iſſues of Men's own Brains, 


who have no more Right to meddle in ſuch Matters than 


their Neighbours: Very ſtrange it is, that Men ſhould 


value themſelves upon the Qbſervance of ſuch Trifles as 


theſe; and very unreaſonable; that they ſhou'd deſpiſe 
others for the Neglect of them: And yet ſo it is, that 
they will repreſent thoſe who keep ſtrictly to the Rules 
of Church-Communion; and think it a Breach of that Rule, 
to go higher than the Church has directed, as Men of a 
hewer Church than themſelves: And yet thoſe who act 
in this Manner, are the true and only Church-men; while 
the other exalted Pretences, are no leſs a Deviation from 


the True Church, than Superſtition is from the True 


Religion; 
ANOTHER diſtinguiſhing Principle of the Lou - Church- 


Wen, 18, 


SECT. VIII. Their Aſſerting the Diuiwe 7 iſtitut ion of the 


Lord s- Day, and concern that it be obſerv'd in a very 


ſerious and religious Manner. 


I Au not going to ſay, that they do univerſally abſerve 
this Day as they ought, or that none but they do obſerve 
it: No, | wiſh there was juſt Ground to «fem the for- 
mer, and know there is none for ſaying the latter. This 
Day is too much neglected and profaned by all Parties, 
and ſome among all too; I doubt not but there are, who 
call the Sabbath a Delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable; 
and houour him, not doing their ewn Ways, nor finding their 
own Pleaſure, nor ſpeaking their own Words on this holy Day. 

Bum there ſeems too much Ground for this Diſtincti- 
on, in that thoſe who wou'd be thought the moſt zealous 
for the Church, do commonly affirm it to be only a meer 
Human or Eccleſiaſtical Inſtitution; and do generally 
ſpend the greater Part of it, in ſuch a Manner. as is very 


unbecoming 


* 


: * 
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unbecoming that holy Seaſon: And not content with 
this Liberty in themſelves, they very frequently accuſe 
{thoſe of Fanaziciſm; and I know not what, who think 


tbemſelves oblig d to do otherwiſe. | 
Tazy always call it hy the old, heatheniſb Name of 


Sunday, and for any to give it the Chriſtian Appellation, 
1. e. the Lord's-Day, is made as ſure a Sign of a Fanatick , 
as it was with Biſhop Gardiner, of a Heretick, to ſay the 
Lord, or I praiſe God. And the Truth is, they common- 
ly make but a heatheniſn Ule of it; they ſcruple no Viſus, 
Journeys, Diverſions, or Buſmeſs ; and are, at leaſt, as con- 
Kant at 89 and Taverns, as at the Houſe of God. 
- So far hath this wretched. Humour prevail'd, that a 
Man who keeps the Church conſtantly, receives the ho- 


_ ly: Sacrament frequently, and never was at a Meeting of 


Diſſenters: in his Life, ſhall not eſcape being accounted 
one of that Number, if he alſo have a juſt Regard for 
this ſacred Day. NEE! 1 
Wnukxcx can be the Reaſon of this? Why, next to 
the Prevalency of Wickedneſs and Vice, and the Enmity 
there is in the Age to ſerious Religion, it ſeems owing to 
the following Cauſes. * TM 


2 . 
1. Taz needleſs Severity of many in the laſt Age, 
Who wowd not admit the Lawfulneſs of doing even the 
moſt neceſſary or convenient Things upon this Day; 
ſuch as drawing a little Water, gathering a few Herbs or 
a Flower, and other Things of = like Nature. 


2. Taxsx Peoples raifing this Duty to a Degree ſcarce 
practicable, provok'd others to ſlacken it too: much; and 
as one Extream uſually brings on another, this occation'd 
the Book of Storts3 or a — for the Lawtulneſs 
of Sports and Paſtimes on the Lord's- Day; and ſo inftead 
of being the 3 Inſtrument of Religion, it became a 
Day of Idleneſs and Profaneſs; and gave the Nation ſuch 
a Tincture of Irreligion, as will ſcarce be ever purg d 
Out. | ; | 


3. Anp this hath been further promoted, by the 
| Notion which about that Time was firſt advanced among 
us, and by too many of. our Preachers hath been ſince 
Erol H propa- 


. *Y 
f 
: 
\ * 
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" propagated, That the Lord's Day is built upon” rhe ſamt 
Foundation with the other Holy-days. Since the prevailing 
of which, it cannot but be taken Notice of, and deeply 


had to the Duties of it; but it has been 
lar Buſineſs, or in Idlenefs, or even in downright Pro- 
1 faneſs. PEN | 1 8 — 


Duty, without that 


their Predeceſſors. 


— 


3 


lamented, that Men have indulgd themſelves in ex- 


ceſſive Liberties on this Day; they have been ſo far 


from taking Care that they and their Families ſhould be 
employ'd wholly in the Worſhip of Goy, either in pub- 
lick or private, at this Time, that no Regard has been 

— in ſecu- 


4. AxornER Thing that has very much promoted this, 
is undoubtedly a Humour of acting as much unlike the 
Diſſenters among us as is poſſible; who (to their Honour 
he it ſpoken) have only regarded this Part of their 

igidity that was too common among 


Tur a kind of Enmity to their Practice is one Cauſe 
of the Neglect of this Duty among us ſeems viſible, in 
that if a Man be never ſo zealous 1 Conformity, yet if 
he regard this Duty in a ſerious manner, this ſort of 


People, theſe great Church-men will be ſure to call him a 


resbyterian. The Sanctification of this Day is what the 


P 
Diſſenters are very exemplary in, and therefore it mult, 
by all means, be run down as a Piece of Fanaticiſm, to 


{46 with them in it: For they can hardly think an 
thing that is good and praiſe-worthy can be among ſuc 


** Schiſmatichs ; or, if the Thing be good in it ſelf, they are 
às confideht, as if the Secrets of their Hearts were known 
tothem, that their Zeal for it proceeds only from Hy- 
f 7 ; and truly they will not appear like Hypocrites ! 


is Cenſure is perhaps owing, in ſome meaſure, to 


thoſe unhappy Times, when many, under the Pretence 
of Religion, and a zealous Concern for Gop's Honour, 


particularly the ſtrict Obſervation of the Lord's Day, 


did very vile and wicked Things. Becauſe in thoſe 
Times, which ſtand condemn'd for hypocritical, there 


was a Shew of greater Sanctity and Strictneſs, it is 


thought neceſſary to keep at as great a Diſtance as may 


be from the like Appearance. For this Reaſon all Re- 


formation 


* 


K , 
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formation of Manners, and particularly the ſetting up the 
Worſhip of God in Families, and the ferious Ohſer vation Y 
of the Lord's Day is, by too many exploded; they are 
thought Things fit only to diſtinguiſh: Hypocrites, and | 
Perſons diſaffected to the Church, and Government. J 3 
Bur certainly this is wretched Arguing z-for it will not 3 
juſtify our Neglect of the plain and undoubted Duties of 
ligion, that ſome Men have made them a Cloke for 
Impiety and Wickedneſs. This is ſuch another pitiful 
Argument as many ignorant Diſſenters make uſe of againſt: 
our publick Liturgy ;- when they ſay it is taken from the 
Maſs-Book, and therefore truly they can't like it. Do 
we allow this to be good Reaſoning ? No, we tell them 
that the greater Part of it had a Place in the ancient Li- 
turgies long before the Maſs hed a being; that what is 
ſuperſtitious in it ſelf we have purg'd out; and that the 
Abuſe of the reſt is no ſufficient Reaſon. againſt the U 
of it; that therefore tho? they abus d many excellent 
Things To the Service of their Superſtition, they may 
notwithſtanding be very good Inſtruments of Devotionand 
true Religion among us. From hence any one may eaſily 
frame an Anſwer to this trifling Objection. To be ſhort, 
the Abuſe of what a plain and poſitive Law of God hath 
made our Duty, is no Argument againſt our performing 
it in a due, Manner. And yet one cannot but obſerve 
how zealouſly ſome will reaſon from this Topick for the 
retaining indifferent Rites and Ceremonies, that have been 
made to ſerve the ends of Popiſh Superſtition z and at the 
ſame Time deſpiſe and neglect the Obſervation of the 
Lord's-Day, which is of divine Appointment, upon Pre. 
tence that thoſe whom they eſteem Hypocrites have ſervd 7 
themſelves of it. And yet there is this great Difference,” 
in theſe two Caſes: Religion may be ſupported without | 
theſe indifferent Things which have been ſo abuſed; but | 
it cannot poſſibly long ſubſiſt without a Regard to this ſa- 
cred Day. * So that (as the moſt Reverend Arehbi- 
« ſhop of York obſerves) if there was nothing of a Divine · | 
„ Command for the ſetting apart this Day for religious : IJ 


— 
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| 
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« Uſes (which yet I believe there is) yet it is one of the 


« moſt prudent and uſcful Conſtitutions that ever was 


made; for to the keeping up the Religion of this Day 
« we owe, in a great Meaſure, that the very Face 0 

| in a great Meafſt h ch ery Ff 
« Chriftianity hath hitherto been preſery'd among us. 


4 were it not for this, for any thing I know, moſt 


«of us in a very few Years wou'd become little better 


than Heathens and Barbarians. So that even upon this 


«, Account all Men that have any Honour for God, of 
e true Zeal tor the Intereſt of his Church and Religion, 


% will think themſelves oblig d to obſerve very ſtrictly- 


« this Holy Day. 

Ou Church is ſo ſenſible of the Neceflity of a ſerious 
Regard to it, that we find it often enjoin'd and requir'd 
of us. Biſhop Furnet ſays, * that our Reformers gave a great 
Charge for the ftr Obſervation of the Lord's-Day, 
which was appointed to be ſpent wholly in the Worſhip 
of God, and to be all employ'd in the Duties of Religion, 


or in Works of Charity. And in one of the thes we 


ate told, that we now keep the firſt Day of the Week, 
<«</and make That our Sabbath; and that all Men, and 
* Women and Children, and Servants be to keep it in a 
Holy Reſt, and uſe it holily, and give thenifelves 
<« wholly to heavenly Exerciſes of God's true Religion: 
One conſiderable Part of which, we may ſußpele they 
eſteem' d ſinging Pſalms and Hymns to God, to be: For 


we are told that when the Pfſalms were firft put in Verſe 


they were much uſed both in Churches and Houſes by all 
that lov'd the Reformation. f And yet even this Divine 
and Heavenly Work ſo much us'd by thoſe that , the 
Church of England then, is now by ſome Men, made a 
ſure Sign of a Phanatick, of Low-Churth-Man. © 


Taxsz Men bring tomy Mind Bonner Biſhop of London, | 


who was mighty angry with the good Martyr Philpot for 
finging Pſalms 1h his Coal-Houſe, in which he was con- 
fin d for his adhearing to the Proteſtarit Religion. When 
he was brought upon his Examination, Bonner told him 
« that Pliny mention d a ſort of Hereticks that, like him, 
* roſe before Day to ſing Pſalms to God. To which the 


* Abtid 3 291. Be Edw 1d VI. 
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good Man (who knew of whom Pliny fpeaks better than 
this learned Biſhop) reply'd, « My =I Gop make me 
and all you here preſent ſueli · Hereticks as thoſe that 
« fung thoſe Morning Hymns, for were right Chi. 
« fllaus, with whom the Tyrants of the World were of- 
« fended for their well- doing. This Popi/s Biſhops was 
of their Mind who think every Body mult be Heveticks 
and Schiſmaticks, that act like thoſe, whom they are 

eas d to call by ſuch hard Names. The primitive Chri- 

ans, with him, muſt be Hererichs, becauſe: Philpor was 
in this Reſpect like them Methinks *tis very hard that 

ſuch things as us'd formerly to diſtinguiſh a Chriſtiane - 

from a Heathen, and a Proteſtant from a =—_— Mod 
now become Matter of Reproach, and bes Token of a 
Man diſaffectec to the Charch of England. What Times 
are we fallen into! What an Age is this that we live in? 
When doing as the firſt Chriftrans and Proteſtauts did, 
when following the Deas of Saints and Martyrs, 
ſhall be enough to unchurch a Man. 

Taz Truth is, many who pretend themſelves the 
moſt zealous Friends of the Church of Eugland, ſeem to 
act as if they wou'd never be pleas'd while there is 
a Grain of ſerious Religion in it. Men now think it 
Title enough to the Name of Church-men, if they do but 
—— declare againſt Diſſenters, and perhaps vote 
for thoſe whom they eſteem in the Church's Intereſt, 
tho' they themſelves ſeldom ſee the Infide of a Church, 
and as ſeldom ſhew any Signs of Devotion when they 
are there, There is a DiftinQion now made of one that 
is for the Church and of the Church, which ſeems fo 
very nice, that one wou'd wonder how they came to hit 

ont. One comes conftantly to Church Morning and Af. 

ternoon, and, as he has Opportunity, receives the Hol 

Sacrament, perhaps often atrends the daily Prayers, — 
always lives as becomes a Member of a Chriſtian Church; 
and yet he is obly of the Church; he is with us, and yet 
againſt us, or not heartily for us. Another ſeldom or 
never comes to Church at all; does not receive the Sacra- 
ment in his whole Life, (unleſs to qualify bimfelf for an 
Offre) and indeed lives a Life, that, if the Diſcipline of 
the Church cou'd be duly exereis d, would exclude him 
gre from the Communion of Prayers 3 and yet the Man 
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| i violently for the Church, and is the Man for their 


Turn. a 


IN DEED to be too conflant MAD" An. in all the Or-- 


| dininces and Inſtitutions of the Church, eſpecially if for 
two Sermons on the Lord's Day, and a pious Regard to 


the intermediate Parts of it, employing what can be ſpard 
from-Publick Worſhip in the ee, Exerciſes of Reli- 


gion, in Family-Duties, Catechizing Children and Ser- 
vants, reading God's Word, recollecting and repeati 
Sermons, joint Prayer to God, and ſinging his Praiſes 1 
Hy, a due Repard to theſe Things is with many pretend- 
ed Zealets for the Church an ill Sign, and hath a Phana- 
tical Aſpect; And what will they do in the End thereof? 


Bur whatever theſe Men do or ſay, it is the Duty of 


all, and will be the Care of the true Members of this 
Church to regard theſe Things; and for our Comfort let 
ys remember, that thoſe that honour God, He will honour; but 


they that. deſpiſe Him ſpall be lightly eſteem d. 


- SE CT. IX. With reſpe to the Civil Government, thoſe 
.  call4 Low-Church-men think, that all that Obedience 


and Submiſſion that is ſettled by onr Laws to the Perſons 
of our Princes ought to be paid them for Conſcience Sale: 


| But, if a miſyuided Prince ſpall take on him to diſſe 7 
erties of - 


Conſtitution, and to deſtroy the Religion and L 
bis SubjeBts, he may lawfully be reſiſted in thoſe Attempts 5 


and they are very zealous for the Proteſtant Succeſſion 


as: ſettled: by Law, and can by no means allow 


| or an 
+ *  Indefeitzable Hereditary Right to the Croun of £m 


Britain. - 


Hex it will concern. me to be very exact, becauſe. 
this Part of their Character, above all others, has been 
molt yiolently attack'd ; not ſo much by reaſoning aga inſt, 
as by flirting at, and miſrepreſenting their Principles. The 


Truth is, tho' many of the very zealous Sons of the 
Church do vet adhere to the Doctrine of Paſſive-Obe- 
dience, in the utmoſt Extent of it, and an Indefeizable 
Hereditary Right, in the ſtricteſt Senſe ; and conſequent- 
2 and intend to caſt black and odious Colours u 


the Revolution, and utterly diſclaim the Proteſtant Succeſſion 3 
yet few of them care to own, and ſome we * 


* 


C 


; 
T7 


* 


4 bope have really renounc'd theſe Principles, and their un- 
deniable Conſequences, But yet notwithſtanding, theſe” © 
very Men do ffequently make that a Matter of Reproach + 
to others, which if you fift em to the Bottom, they the. 3 
ſelues will own. They 


us d formerty to aſſert, and others to deny it. 
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do now often acknowlepe Paſfive-' 
Obedience to be a limited Duty, and may admit of an EEx. 
ception as well as other Duties expreſs d in Scipture, in 5 
as general Terms; and tell us, that by Hereditam Rg, 
mean no more than Hereditary. Right accordivg ts 


that Af which excludes Papilts, and conſequentiy deſtroys 1 


Hereditary Right, underſtood in the Senſe in which thex 


3+: | 
IxpEEVY if we were to form our Judgment of theſe Men 
by their Addreſſes ſometime ago, we muſt then believe 
they do wretchedly diſguiſe ' themſelves, and impoſe. 
upon the World; for in them we find uent Declara- 
tions on the Behalf of Unlimited Paſſive - Obedience, and 
Obedience 8 Reſerve 3 and in Favour of Hereditary. 


Right (in a quite different Senſe) as the beſt, if not th 

only Right now, which yet they themſelves. with the 

ſame Breath do diſclaim for the future. And all this 

join'd with heayy Accuſations againſt thoſe of different 1 
rinciples, whom they repreſent as Commonwealths- * 

Men, Enemies to Monarchy, and ſuch as had Deſigus to 

introduce a Republick, and bring the King of and 


to the Condition of the Duke of Venice; and all this 


only for being of Principles, which at other Times they 

ſay are their own. | eee 
Arch yet they cannot give one Inſtance of a Perſon of _ 

any Character, that aſſerted the Kawfulneſs of Reſiſtance, 


in any Caſe, but that of a roral Subverſion, and when it 


was abſolutely neceſſary to the Publick Happineſs and Security 5 
or Ns i 2.8 his while to 8 A an — 
Right according to the Ad of Settlement, Shick is the only 
Senſe in which themſelves do pretend to own any for 
the future, whateyer they may pretend at preſent. 

ow, 1s it fair for Men to declaim againft their Bre- 
thren, as Rebels and Enemies to the Conflitution, for be- 


ing of the ſame Principles with themſelves ? Is it re- 
ſonable they ſhould thus keep upa Diftin#ion, where there 1 
is really no Difference? Is it not plain, that however they __ 
may ſometimes talk and harangue, they are forc'd to ac -— 
| | knowledge 2 E 
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Knowledge the Truth of the main Principles of aal 


they do {owioleatly oppoſe ? When they explain NOW — 4 


— upon Abſalate Non-Re/iftance. or „ . Rig hr 
ey have the Abſurdity to owns 1 45 
dure Non-Refiftance they mean a; Reſiſtance gee hich 
not Abſolute; and:that: hy | Hereditary. Right, they Mean 
the ſame with other: People's Panliarientary Right 5 
gen! by the (deceitful [Uſe, of theſe Words, with nag * 
oiſe and Clamaur, they endea vour to e 
ction, here they cannot maintain any. . 
| "AGatnsTitheſe Men therefore L:have 09 Geben 40 
write a Line: more; and a9: for others, who nun 
that Refiſtance which brought about the Revalution, in 
ord er to blacken the Revolit ien it felt; ot thoſe who chin 
the Re valumon may be 1 and yet Reſiſtance 0 
Ploded i or (thoſe Wh to an Heredizary Ri 
Aga inſte the Quent Cun and — In „et the Þr 
Cacceſſtan Id intend to conſtder their ſeveral Ponte 
ſions, but. am prevented for this Time z ſo chat ir ever 
Tt: be done, it muſt be by a cena Part. jt 7 | 
Id the mean time, if the — 1 5 
2 flance an eaſe. of a total Suben / 35 Only 
by e that 3 —— ov'd'a- 
grecablt to the Principles and Pratlice of- 55 aneh of 
\Exyland% bet him confult the Bilkiops of Saluburx s: and 
ford's. Speeches ani Dr. Suheverel's tial, and My, His | 
abend Hiſtory. of Refi ante. Aud as to the: Suroefiowl;, * | 
.aced onl read 13 Elz. which made it High- Treaſon r 
any to Affirm, That the- Queen; with che Two)Houles 
of Parliament, d er — and diet the Wen, | 
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